
"As we scale-up our efforts to bridge the development gaps, it is also important that the available 

public resources are effectively used. We are acutely conscious that if these resources have to bear 

fruit, the issues of governance and service delivery have to be tackled in right earnest. Indeed, 

governance failures and corruption in the system affect the poor disproportionately. An inclusive 

development agenda cannot succeed without addressing these issues. Our initiative on providing 

unique identities to the people, through the Unique Identification Authority of India is a step in that 

direct. We are well on course to meeting the 20 crore target set for the issue of Aadhaar numbers by 

the end March 2012. Provision of identity will enhance the access of poor and marginalized to public 

services, financial services and enable efficient delivery of benefits directly to the targeted 

population. It is the key that would hopefully facilitate the marginalised to enter and benefit from 

the economic mainstream." 


