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Aadhaar-like platform likely for Modicare
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NEW DELHI: The government has
begun work oncreatingan Infor-
mation Technology (IT) archi-
tecturefor the Prime Minister’s
flagship health insurance
scheme — the National Health
Protection Scheme(NHPS)- that
can eventually match the scale of
the Aadhar platform, two offi-
cials working on the project said
on Wednesday.

A number of officials from
NITI Ayog, Union health minis-
try, the Unqgiue Identification
Authority of India and the
National Informatics Centre
were present at a meeting
between those working on the
project and Infosys co-founder

We will create a

system that can
borrow from the best
state models already
offering health cover fora

quick rollout.
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and former chief of the UTADI
Nandan Nilekani.

“Wehave begun work usinga
two-track approach. Wewill cre-
ate a system that can borrow
from the best state models
already offering health cover for
aquick rollout while simultane-
ously workingon anational plat-

form that can be used cater to the
entire country,” a health minis-
try official said. The scheme
already envisages an Aadhar-
linked rollout.

“Wewantedtolearn from the
Aadharexperience because they
have had a large rollout,” NITI
Ayogadviser Alok Kumar,who
was alsopresent atthe meeting,
said.

The platform thatis beingcre-
atedwill have features like “por-
tability” to allow those who are
enrolled under NHPS in one
state to seek insurance coverin
any other. The IT architecture
willalso allow for horizontal and
vertical expansion ofthe cover-
age base. The NHPS aims to
cover 50 crore citizens.

“Weare providing coverto 40

per cent of the people. If some
state wants to increase that,
there should be provision for
that,” Kumar explained.

Sixworkinggroups with offi-
cials from the Centre and the
states are working tofinalise the
contours of the scheme and
Ayushman Bharat. The first
meeting of the groupswas heldin
New Delhi on February 16.

Officials will study and audit
the best statemodel from among
the already existing ones in
Rajasthan, AndhraPradeshand
Telangana, West Bengal and
Karnataka.

“Wedon'twanttoreinvent the
wheel. We will take from the
already functional state mod-
els,” Ayushman Bharat Director
Dinesh Arora said.



