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Aadhaar link can plug leaks & replenish
coffers, but data platforms vulnerable
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This was disclosed by
Ajay Bhushan Pandey, chief
executive officer of the
Unique Identification Au-
thority of India (UIDAI) and
also chairman of Goods and
Services Tax  Network
(GSTN) at the two-day na-
tional conference on e-gov-
ernance which started here
on Monday.

Pandey called upon state
governments to link Aad-
haar with every possible wel-
fare scheme and governance
activity to not only save mon-

eybut alsoimproveand expe-
diteservicedelivery to the ci-
tizens.

He stated that few years
ago, 80 crore people In India,
60% of thepopulation did not
have a credible ID, but in the
last 7 years over 1.2 billion
people have been given the
Aadhaar card, covering 99%
adults.

“Aadhaar has emerged as
the world’s largest biometric
ID programme. No contem-
porary ID programmeof this

scale has been attempted in
the world so far.” he said. On
apprehensions of vital per-
sonal information getting
stolen, the UIDAI CEO said,
with Aadhaar, it has become
difficult to steal all 10 finger-
prints and IRIS. “Being a bio-
metric-based digital ID, it
cannot be stolen, lost, tam-
pered or destroyed. Truly
Aadhaar is one ID, which is
like oursoul, whichisperma-
nent and cannot be de-
stroyed,” Pandey sald.

Union consumer affairs
minister CR Chaudhary said
11 lakh gram panchayats
have been linked with optical
fibre in the country A
change in the mind-set of
people is required if e-gov-
ernance has to be made effec-
tive and bring qualitative
changes in people’s life.
Through e-governance we
can bring transparency,
eliminate corruption and re-
duce time in delivery of ser-
vices to cltizens, headded.



