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Aadhaar platformis
fully protected: Nilekani

NV Vijayakumar

BENGALURU: Aadhaar, India’s
biometric citizen identifica-
tion platform, is well secured
and can’t be hacked in, said
Nandan Nilekani, former
chairman of Unique Identifi-
cation Development Authority
of India (UIDAI).

In an interaction with DH,
Nilekani said there is no need
to panic. “Aadhaar system has
not been breached and it has
well established security frame
work,”he said.

Nilekani also pointed out
that Aadhaar platform has im-
plemented best in class global
security practices.

His comments assume sig-
nificance as UIDAI lodged a
complaintwith the Bengaluru
police last month against an
IIT-Kharagpur engineer Abhi-
nav Srivastava and his startup

Qarth Technologies Pvt Ltd
for developing an app and il-
legally accessing the Aadhaar
database.

Nilekaniwasspeaking at the
Carnegie India panel discus-
sion on “Who owns personal
data:Technology and Policy
frameworks”.

He expressed hope that the
Justice BN Srikrishna Com-
mittee,whichisdraftingadata
protection framework, would
look at the model for sharing
data and managing privacy
developed already.

“We can’t imitate the Eu-
ropean GDPR (General Data
Protection Regulation) in the
Indian context,” said Nilekani.
He said that the European
GDPR was over two decades
old and that India needs a new
framework in the time of IoT,
Al and Machine learning.
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