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Aadhaar uncovers around 130,000 ghost teachers in colleges
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MNEW DELHI

he decision to use Aad-
haar as proofof identity
4 intheannual collation of
data on teachers employed in
higher education hasledioan
uncomfortable  discovery:
nearky a teath of them wined
out tobe ghost teachers.
Around 130,000 teachers
were found to be fake, two
people familiarwith the details
of the stidy said on condition
of anonymiiy, India hasabout
L4millionieachersincolleges

ey L

anduniversities,

While the good newsisthat
this will lead to a focus on
improving the quality ofteach-
ing, the bad news is that the
conniry has just found out that
understaffing in highereduca-
tion institutes is far greater
thanwhat hasbeen estimaied
sey far,

The human resource devel-
opment IRDY ministry in
2007 told colleges and univer-
sities across India that while
furnishing data they need 1o
givethe 12-digituniqueidenti-
fication number or Aadhaar
mnmnker of the faculty mem-
herstoauthenticate their pres-

ence, after education regula-
tors received several com-
plaints about bogus teachers
acrossilie education sector,
The key concern is that
institutions are duplicating
teachers’ data while seeking
regulatory  approval for
eourses or expansion of insti-
tutions and not recroiting
freshteachers, said one of the
two officials, requesting ano-
nymity. The details of the
sitly will be unveiled some-
time kater this month,
“Aadhaar linkage was not
made mardatory It we asked
them to furnish it Some
reputed universitios have not
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given Aadhaar data but what-
everdata hascome, thefaculty
strength has gone down by
around 10% in 2007, said whe
second official.
Thisisthesecond instance,
afierthe midday-mealschieme,
when the HRD ministry has
tried {o reduce bogus enrol-
ment, either of students or
teachers, fhrough Aadhaar
linlage and reduce pitferage.
The second officiai said the
discovery of bogus teachers
putsthespotlight on the prob-
lemofadverse teacher-student
ratie, Asof 2015-16, the teach-
er-student ratio, a pavameter
of teaching quality in higher

educational instituées, was1:21,
less than the ideal 110, This
raifo, after the discovery of
bogus teachers, will worsen,
Raju Davis Parepadan,
chairman of Rerala-based
Holygrace Academy, which
runs a chain of professional
colleges, said the problem of
bogusteachers iswidespread.
“Institutions show namesof
professorson paperoron their
website but aciually they are
not theiremployees. They get
young contract teachers to
take classes and bring those
nameswritien onthe prospec-
tus only when there is an
inspection. You find a floating

\

group of teachers whe are on
the fake rolls of several col-
leges,” said Parepadan.
Hesaidlinking Aadhaarisa
“necessary evil” for many, if
not the top-rung, colleges.
“When you link Aadhaar,
youonly haverealteacherson
rolls and that's good for squ-
dents. Bui to get quality teach-
erssomeinstiivtessimggleas
itincreasestheir cost. Forthat,
authorities also need to allow

schools to hike fees, which

often is not allowed,” said

Parepadan, adding that in Ker-
ala, scheol studenis are man-
datedtolink Aadhaariokeepa
tabvon teachers’ requirement.



