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‘Amend Aadhaar Act to protect data’

Srikrishna Panel Asks UIDAI To Be Empowered To Punish Errant Cos

Times News NeTwork “ The agency ommended only offline verifi-
= cation of Aadhaar number
New Delhi: An expert panel responsible for Aadhaar i iheconsentof thetndivid-
headed by Justice B N Srik- : has to classify entities ual. “This mechanism would
rishna on Friday proposed SN ?,' seeking authentication ensure that sensitive informa-
amendments to the Aadhaar At 5 H tion such as Aadhaar number
Act to bolster data protection & m‘j-;}:a power into those thatcan " "o 0 ci 1o requesting
by restrictingaccess toaselect can¥ directly access the UID entities for routine activities
band of entities and said the number and those that and transactions,” itsaid.
Unique Identification Author- o The second set of amend-
ity of India (UIDAI) should be only wt th.e y:rtual ot ments has been proposed toen-
empowered to take action Justice BN Srikrishna panel sure autonomy of the UIDAL
against errant companies. which has issued over 121 crore

Recognising that the Su- theirfunctioning. Theentities which require Aadhaar num- Aadhaar numbers. The com-
preme Court is looking into  which get the facility should ber for their functioning col- mittee said the agency needed
several aspectsrelated topri-  either be mandated by law or lect them and other entities to be autonomous in its deci-
vacy, the panel suggested that should be an authority per- onlycollectthevirtualID.This sion-making, functioning in-
safeguardsneedtobebuiltin- formingapublicfunctionthat 1is how collection limitation dependently of the user agen-
tothelawtoprovidestatutory hasbeenapproved by UIDAL can be upheld in the Aadhaar ciesinthegovernmentandout-
backing to measures such as The agency responsiblefor  framework,” thereport said. side it, and must be equipped
virtual ID and offline verifi- Aadhaarhastoclassifyentities Pointing to the need for withpowersakintoaregulator
cation introduced by UIDAL seeking authentication power some entities that donotper- forenforcementactions.

The committee recom- into those that can directly ac- form apublic functionbut yet It has recommended that
mended thatthelawshouldbe cessthe UIDnumberandthose need Aadhaar, the panelsaid powersshould be given to im-
amended toensurethatthefa- that only get the virtual ID, a this segment represented a pose civil penalties on enti-
cility to authenticate data be temporary 16digit random “privacy concern” since it ties(includingrequestingen-
restricted to entities perform- number, the panel said. “This asked for the number as “a tities, registrars, and authen-

ing a public function and re-
quiring the information for

distinction issignificant toen-
sure that only those entities

matter of course™.
For this, the committee rec-

tication agencies) thatare er-
rantor non-compliant.



