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Candidates for
UP board exams
drop by 9 lakh

g 1 "henumber of candidates
appearing for the UP se-
condary education board ex-
ams has decreased by a re-
cordninelakhthisyear Aga-
inst 66 lakh candidates who
registered in 2017, just 56
lakh registered by the last
date, August 20, for the 2019
examination. Board officials
attributed the drastic fall to
the crackdown on the “chea-
ting mafia” and Aadhaar be-
ing mandatory for registra-
tion. This year, 31.51akh have
registered for Class 10 and
24.9]akhfor Class12. P12

CAN'T COPY? WON'T TAKE EXAMS

UP strike on cheating mafia
scares away examinees

tsha Jain & Vinod Jain| TN

Lucknow: The number of
candidates appearing for
the Uttar Pradesh Second-
ary Education Board (UP-
SEB) has decreased by a re-
cord 9 lakh this year
Against 66 lakh candidates
who registered in 2017, just
56 lakh registered by the
last date, August 20, for the
2019 examination.

Board officials attributed
the fall in numbers to the
crackdown on the ‘cheating
mafia’ and Aadhaar being
mandatory for registration.

“The crackdown on the
copying mafia resulted in a

large number of students
dropping out this year. Aad-
haar being mandatory for
registration has removed
fake and multiple registra-
tions,” said UPSEB addi-
tional secretary (adminis-

OP CLEAN-UP

tration) ShivLal.

“Online registration has
checked fake candidates. It
also seems that the number
of students from other states
who write the exams the
help of cheating mafia has
come down this year,” said
RP Mishra, state secretary,
UP Secondary Education

Teachers’ Association.

Until 1ast year, the regis-
tration count was high as
one candidate would apply
from different colleges.
Sinceregistration wasdone
manually, there was no
check. Online registration
has removed duplication,
said a board official.

This year, the state gov-
ernment amended the for-
warding policy, resulting in
a decrease in the number
private category students.
Only 600 high school stu-
dents and 400 intermediate
students in the private cate-
gory could be registered
from any school.



