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Deadline to link Aadhaar

and PAN extended
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nent Account Number (PAN), and in an order

dated 31 August, the Central Board of Direct
Taxes(CBDT) again extended the last date todo
thisfrom 31 August to 31 December. An amend-
ment introduced in the Finance Bill 2017, under
section 139AA, mandates quoting of Aadhaar
while filing taxes. This section requiresall tax-
payers who have Aadhaar or Aadhaar enrol-
ment number, to link it with their PAN, for filing
the tax return from 1 July 2017. However, the last
date for linking it was extended to 31 August by
the CBDT on 31 July, which has now been
extended to 31 December, Read more about
linking Aadhaar and PAN here.

i t is mandatory to link Aadhaar with Perma-

AADHAAR AND PAN

According tothe Unique Identification Author-
ity of India (UIDAD, as on 4 September, about
117 billion Aadhaar numbers had besn gener-
ated. Atthesame time, as perreports, there are
about 300 million PAN holdersin India,

Also, by 4 September, there were about 63.2
millionregistered income tax assessees on the
income tax e-filing website wwi.incometaxefil-
ing.gov.in. An assessee needs to havea PANto
register on this website,

Out of theseregistered users,about 34,7 mil-
lion havelinked their PAN with Aadhaar. And,
about 19.8 million have linked their PAN with
Aadhaar, even though they havenot registered
with the e-filing website-—which means they
havenot filed a tax retwn.

Aftertheamended income tax rules, the gov-
ernment has made it compulsory to guote the
12-digit Aadhaar number or the enrolment ID
while applying for a new PAN, opening a bank
account or condueting a financial transaction
beyond a threshold.

However, the rule regarding mandatory
quoting of Aadhaar only applies to those who
are eligible to get it under the Aadhaar (Tar-
geted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, ”

/Benefitsand Services) Act 2016. As per the Act,

4 ondyarésident individual isentitled to obtainit.

Residents, as per the Act, are individuals who
have resided in India for a period or periods
amounting to 182 daysormorein the 12 months
immediately before the date of application for
Aadhaar enrolment.

Accordingly, the requirement to quote Aad-
haar, as per section 139AA of the income-tax
Act, shall not apply to individuals who are not
residents, Apart from non-residents, individual
assesseesresiding in the states of Assam, Jamumu
and Kashmir and Meghalaya are also exempt
from quoting Aadhaar. Besides that, very senior
citizens (individuals who were 80 yearsor older
at any time during the previous year) are also
not required to mandatorily mention the Aad-
haar numberin their tax returns.

LINKYOURAADHAAR

To link your Aadhaar with PAN, just go
to wnet.incometavindiaefiling.gov.dnand click
the tab “Link Aadhaar” on the left side of the
window. Next, fill in your PAN and Aadhaar
numbers, enter your naine exactly as men-
tioned in Aadhaar and submit. Make sure that
the date of birth and gender in PAN and Aad-
haarare the same, Afteryou dothis, aone-time
password (OTP) will be sent to your Aadhaar-
registered mobile number for confirmation. |
Thereis noneed tologinorberegistered on the
e-filing website to be able tolink PAN and Aad-
haar.

After UIDATverifies these details, your PAN
and Aadhaar will be linked. '

i you are already registered on the e-filing
website, youcanlink your Aadhaar after logging
into thee-filing website. Just click the Aadhaar-
linking option under “Profile Settings” tab. The
details as per PAN will be pre-populated in the
web form and you will only need to enter your
Aadhaar number and name—exactly astheyare
mentioned in your Aadhaar records. If your
Aadhaar name is different from your name in
PAN, then the linkage will fail and you will be
prompted tochange the name ineither the Aad- !
haar orthe PAN database.



