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‘ Enforcement Powers

for UIDAI a Good Move’

Aman.Sharma@iimesgroup.com

New Delhi: “This is good for Aad-
haar and good for people,” Unigque
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI)chief executive Ajay Bhus-
han Pandey told ET on the amend-
ments proposed by the Justice Srik-
rishna Committee in its report on
data protection.

Pandey, who was also part of the
committee, said the amendments
would be a “substantial enhance-
ment” to the security and privacy of
Aadhaar data. The committee has
proposed enforcement powers to Ul-
DATlikeother regulatory bodies and
the power to impose civil penalties —
which will add more teeth to the
agency that manages the Aadhaar
data. “If there are provisions for pri-
vacy and data protection, there also
have to be enforcement of those pro-
visions. You cannotenforce therequ-
irements of privacy without enfor-
cement powers,” Pandey said.

He also welcomed the new provi-
sion of ‘offline verification’ propo-
sed by the committee in which Aad-
haar holders do not have to disclose
their Aadhaar number for routine

transactions. “This will have two ad-
vantages - one, inremote areas whe-
re there is problem of connectivity
and because of that if there was so-
me authentication failure, services
can be given through offline verifica-
tion. It will help people. Also, everyo-
ne does not go through online aut-
hentication, especially with those
private entities which are not man-
dated under the law —if they want to
verify someone’s identity, they can
doitoffline,” Pandey told ET.

Under the new proposed regulatory
powers, UIDAI can conduct inquiries
and impose a civil penalty of up tozl
crore on any entity that violates the
Aadhaar Act, besides powers of se-
arch, seizure and requisitioning help
of thepolice to stop such a violation.



