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Govt serious about protecting Aadhaar data: Prasad
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NEW DELHLI: The Govern-
ment is serious about pro-
tecting Aaadhar data and has
appealed to people not to give
social platforms a blanket con-
sent to their data, Informa-
tion Technology Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said on Friday.

Prasad also said that the
government is awaiting a report
by a committee of experts on
data protection chaired by Jus-
tice B N Srikrishna.

“Aadhaar today is backed
by a proper law passed by Par-
liament which contains robust
security measures and protects
privacy...The UIDAI continues
to update security architecture
to ensure there is no breach of
data,” he said.

Even the World Bank and
IMEF have recognised Aadhaar
as a fine instrument of gover-
nance and delivery, he said.

Prasad said, “A Commit-
tee of Experts on Data Pro-

tection, chaired by Justice BN
Srikrishna has been constituted
to look into aspects pertaining
to data protection. The Com-
mittee has out with a white
paper for wider public review
and...has also conducted stake-
holders’ consultation meetings
and is in the process of finalis-
ing its report on data protection
framework in India”

He said there should be a
pragmatic blend of issues of
privacy aand emergence of dig-
ital power.

“Today, India is emerging
as a digital power. While we
completely acknowledge the
right to privacy ... privacy can-
not become the plea of terror-
ists and the corrupt. This we
have to acknowledge. ... While
respecting the mandate of pri-
vacy, India is emerging as a
big power in digital field that
should not be compromised”

He also noted that the gov-
ernment has issued a stern
warning to Facebook and Cam-
bridge Analytica against use of

data and they had apologised.

The minister appealed to
consumers not to give social
platforms blanket permission
to use their data.

Aadhaar, he said, has
evolved as an i nstrument for
promoting good governance
and enabling the poor to right-
fully secure their due benefits
through Aadhaar linked bank
accounts which number 60.22
crore as on June 30, 2018.

Aadhaar has been issued to
121.65 crore people and “we do
daily authentication of 3.5 crore
Aadhaar”, he said.

Stressing that Aadhaar has
become a platform for good
governance, he said, some
people wanted a technologi-
cal alternative so that they are
not required to use Aadhaar for
authentication.

“The government took thier
suggestion seriously.”

Prasad said for those using
virtual ID, authentication is
done without using Aadhaar.



