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Health data needs
a firewall: UIDAI

U.Sudhakarreddy
@timesgroup.com

Hyderabad: Unigue Identifi-
cation Authority of India chi-
of executive officer Ajay
Bhushan Pandey on Monday
had a word of caution fordata
platforms in the country, say-
ing data privacy and protec-
tion should be top priority. Da-
ta for Natlonal Health Protec-
tion Scheme which has mil-
lions of public records should
alsobe fortified.

NHPS was announced in
the recent budget by the
Union government. While bu-
ilding Aadhaar database, Ul-
DAI took data privacy and
protection as a fundamental
principledue towhich Aadha-
ar survived despite litiga-
tions, he said. Pandey was
addressing the national con-
ference on e-governance at
Hyderabad International
Convention Centre.

Ajay Bhushan Pandey sa-
id, “While we are doing the ex-
ercise of building data plat-
forms, we try to ignore priva-

cy and data protection. Some-
times, Wwe may take a
dismissive view on privacy
and protection. I must give a
word of caution here. In 2009-
10 when we were designing
Aadhaar program, we were
particular about data privacy.
In last seven and half years
evendozensof petitionsarefl-
led in Supreme court, and till
the final word is spoken yet we
survived because we presu-
med data protection as funda-
mental despite there 1s no da-
ta protection law,”

“We accordingly designed
our system so that we take
consent for taking data and
notify what purpose the data
is being used and will not dis-
closedata to anyone. Otherwi-
se, we would have met a diffe-
rent fate.“For instance work
is on for health-stack building
for NHPS. It contains a lot of
personal and health data. Un-
less security of health infor-
mation is taken care, you will
not go very far. Any personal
orhealth or financial data has
tobe protected,” said Pandey.



