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Issues concerning Aadhaar lir
with SIM'

1t is in.customers' interest to link the mobile
number with the UID: DoT Secretary

S RONENDRA SINGH

Mew Dielhi, Octaber 29

The government has said that
by December 1, people will be
clear on what options they
have for linking their Aadhaar
with mobile numbers, and
even for senior citizens, there
would be options to do re-veri-
fication at home,

“What we have told the TSPs
{telecom service providers) is
that within the next two
weeks; that is, by November 15,
they should actually come up
with a mechanism in which
all options should be available
upfront on their portals,” Ar-
una Sundararajan, Secretary,
Ministry of Telecommunica-
tions, told Businessline in an
interview.

Things like the mobile OTP
{one-time password) plus his
verification for those whose
fingerprints don’t match, and
‘doorstep’  verification. for
senior citizens — all’will be
provided for the ease of con-

sumers, she said. “The UTDAI
and the DoT will sittogetherin
thé next two weeks, and check
their processes, and we will
give them another twothree
weeks time to actuatly imple-
ment. So, we are hoping that
by December 1, citizens will
know what the options are
and will be able to choose that
option online,” Sundararajan
said.

She said many issues have
become clear after the latest
judgment of the Supreme

“Court, but for those con-

sumers who are still confused,

_the T5Ps will guide them how

tolink their SIM with Aadhaar,
Although, there are options
whether to link a SIM with
Aadhaar or not right now, it
should be in customers’ in-
terest to link the mobile num-
ber with the UID because of
reasons like the number can-
not be misused by anyone.
“Itisinyourinterestand my
interest because of two-three

Aruna Sundararajan, Secretary,
Drepartment of Telecom

reasons: one is because of di-
gital payment —alot of people
are using mobile banking. So,
it is important that the right
person is actually using the
bank account attached to his/
her name. Therefore, this will
certainly enhance the security
several fold,” she said.

Second, she said the govern-
ment is now offering many
services through the mobile —
public sector services, govern-
ment. services, and many

. otherschemes,

age

ill be clear by Dec 1’

"So, it is important that
since the mebile is becoming
a predominant mechanism of
service detivery, itisin thecon-
sumner's interest to make sure
that be links his Aadhaar with
that,” Sundararajan said.

Asked why one has to share
hisfher biomeirics again, she
clarified that it is for those
consumers who have not
linked their Aadhaar with mo-
bile,

Others, who even have a
second or third 5IM or mobile
phones, are not required to
give their biometrics. 4

She said these people may
link their mobilepumber
with Aadhaar hy:ust putting
the OTP whilé requesting for
the linkage.

“They don't need to go any-
where, It is only in those cat-
egories, where a consumer
has not got a $IM through the
new process {where SIM is
provided based on Aadhaar
verification) or have not
linked with one of their mo-
biles. Only for that limited cat-
egory, we are saying 'please do
are-verification’,” she added.



