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Link Aadhaar with PAN
using SMS: I-T dept

NEW DELHI: The Income Tax
Department on Wednesday
urged taxpayers to link their
Aadhaar with their Permanent
Account Number (PAN), using
an SMS-based facility.

The department issued
advertisements in leading
national dailies and described
how both the unique identity
numbers of an individual can
be linked by sending an SMS to
either 567678 or 56161.

It said people can also visit
the official e-filing website of
the department to link the two
identities, in both the cases of
having identical names in the
two databases or in case where
there is a minor mismatch.

The advertisement said
linking the two numbers is the
key to "seamlessly avail online,
aworld of income tax facilities."

"Aadhaar can also be
seeded into PAN database by
quoting Aadhaar in PAN appli-
cation form for new PAN allot-
ment or by quoting Aadhaar in
change request form used for
reprint of PAN card," it said in
the advertisement.

The advertisement comes
at a time when the Supreme
Court will soon hear various
petitions challenging the con-
stitutional validity of Aadhaar
and also on making the unique
identity mandatory for availing
benefits of various social wel-
fare schemes provided by the
government, on June 27.

The Income-Tax Depart-
ment had, early this month,
also launched a new e-facility
to link a person's Aadhaar with
the PAN, a mandatory proce-
dure for filing I-T returns now.

The department's e-filing
website has hosted a new link
on its homepage to link the two
unique identities.

The link requires a person
to punch in his PAN number,

Both the unique
identity numbers
of an individual
can be linked

by sending an
SMS to 567678
or 56161

Aadhaar number and the exact
name as given in the Aadhaar
card.

"After verification from the
UIDAI (Unique Identification
Authority of India), the linking
will be confirmed.

"In case of any minor mis-
match in Aadhaar name pro-
vided, Aadhaar OTP (one time
password) will be required,"
the department had said in
its advisory to taxpayers and
individuals.

The OTP will be sent on the
registered mobile number in
the Aadhaar database.

The government, under the
Finance Act 2017, has made
it mandatory for taxpayers to
quote Aadhaar or enrolment
ID of Aadhaar application form
for filing of Income-Tax returns
(ITR).

Also, Aadhaar has been
made mandatory to apply for
permanent account number
with effect from July 1,2017.

While Aadhaar is issued
by the UIDAI to a resident of
India, PAN is a ten-digit alpha-
numeric number issued in the
form of a laminated card by the
I-T department to any person,
firm or entity. PTI

"No cyber attack
on Aadhaar
biometric data’

NEW DELHI: The core bio-
metric data of Aadhar card
holders has "till date" not
faced any cyber attack, UIDAI
has said in response to an RTI
query.

The Unique Identification
Authority of India, however,
refused to share the latest cyber
security assessment of Aadhar
data, citing national security.

"The information cannot
be shared under section 8(1)
(a) of RTI Act as the data being
National asset and sharing the
systems in place can affect the
security interest of the UIDAI
and may lead to incitement of
an offence and clause 7 of the
Aadhar data security regula-
tion," UIDAI said.

Responding to an RTI query
bya PTI correspondent seeking
to know the number of cyber
attacks directed at the core bio-
metric data of Aadhar users,
the agency said there have been
"nil" reported cases.

UIDAI presently maintains
the data of about 114 crore Indi-
ans in over 6,000 servers located
in Bengaluru and Manesar. The
Centre for Internet and Society
(CIS) had claimed in a recent
report that Aadhaar numbers
and personal information of
about 135 million Indians may
have been leaked from govern-
ment portals.

The report had said the
absence of "proper controls" in
populating the databases could
have disastrous results as it may
divulge sensitive information
about individuals, including
details about address, photo-
graphs and financial data. Pl




