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Mega Moveto
LINKNREGS A/c
with Aadhaar

Govt & banks to seek consent of millions of
workers for the linkage to prevent fund leakage

Ruchika.Chitravanshi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The government has
started a drive to bring all active
workers of the National Rural Emp-
loyment Guarantee Scheme
(NREGS) under the Aadhaar fram-
ework to bring down duplication
under the scheme and prevent lea-
kage of funds.

The rural development ministry,
in consultation with the depart-
ment of financial services, will or-
ganisecamps in villagestoseek con-
sent of the beneficiaries for seeding
their bank accounts to their Aadha-
ar numbers.“Linking with Aadha-
ar will help us reduce leakages in
the transfer of funds to the benefici-
ary’s account... The biometric veri-
fication ensures that money is rea-
ching the right person,” a senior of-
ficial told ET. Rural development
ministry has roped in Indian
Banks’ Association along with 13
private sector banks for the exerci-
se. So far50% of the10.7crore active
workers under NREGS have linked
their bank accounts with the 12-di-
git Aadhaar identity. “While we had
gathered Aadhaar information of
over 85% workers, banks want tore-
ceive the consent first-hand,” anot-
her senior rural development mini-
stryofficial said.

The camps, which began on July
25, will be held till Sept10 across the
country. The government has issu-
ed the standard operating procedu-
re to banks and NREGS officials for
getting the consent forms from the
beneficiaries duringthe camp.

REMOVING BOGUS NREGS CARDS

In a major clean-up exercise, go-
vernment is simultaneously con-
ducting an exercise to weed out bo-
gus and invalid job cards under

A Useful Link

NREGS WORKERS CONSENT to be
sought for linking bank a/c to Aadhaar
THIS WILL HELP
rural development
ministry reduce
leakage in transfer §
of funds

INDIAN BANKS'

Association with
13 private banks
to be part of the
village camps

of 10.7 cr active NREGS
5 O workers have linked
% a/c with Aadhaar

NREGS. Nearly 1.12crorejob cards
have been deleted after they were
found to be fake. Of these, over 10
lakh workers, no more interested
in enrolling for the NREGS, have
surrendered their job cards to the
government. During April-July
periodsofar, over93.5crore person
days of work have been generated
under the scheme with 86% pay-
mentsmade on time.

Delay in payments is one of the
major criticisms of the scheme.
This year, the rural development
ministry released 323,443 crore —
half the budgetary allocation un-
der the scheme — tostates in April
to ensure there was adequate flow
of fundsand to avoid delays.

The remaining amount is expec-
ted to be released to the states in
September after the submission of
a detailed audit report. The mini-
stry hasalsobeen asked to upscale
the National Electronic Fund Ma-
nagement System for direct fund
transfers to beneficiaries’ acco-
untstoall states.



