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No HC relief to man
who failed to give

Aadhaar details for
college readmission
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MUMBAI: The Bombay high court
has refused relief to a city resi-
dent who insisted on not getting
anAadhaar card for himselfand
his son, for college admissions.
The court initially suggested
thepetitioner should getenrolled
for the Aadhaarand inthe mean-
while, it would ask college
authorities to keep a seat vacant
for his son. But the petitioner
refused to do so citing a 2015
Supreme Courtorder, whichsaid
the Aadhaar can only beavolun-
tary decision. The SC order had
said authorities cannot deny ben-
efits to a citizen only because he
does not have an Aadhaar card.
The HC bench of justice BR
Gavai and justice Riyaz Chagla,
however, said the petitioner was
being adamant merely for the
sake of argument. “We fail to
understand the instance of not
obtaining the Aadhaar card. It
appearsthepetitionerisadamant
andwantstotakeastand only for
the purpose of adamancy. Weare
therefore not inclined to grant
interimrelief,” the bench said.
The man, in his plea filed
through senior counsel Mihir
Desai and advocate Swaraj Jad-
hav, said his 17-year-old son com-
pleted Class 11 from St Xaviers
College. Although he had secured
therequisite marks for readmis-
sion to Class 12, the college
refused it as he and his parents
couldnot give them the details.
When the petitioner cited the
SC order to the college authori-
ties, they pointed toan April 2015
Maharashtra government reso-
lution making Aadhaar manda-
tory for college admissions. But
the petitionersaid while the state
resolution directed educational
institutes to conduct Aadhaar
registration drivesforstudents, it
didnotmake Aadhaarabinding
requirement for admission.
The petitionerislikely tochal-
lenge the decisionin the SC.
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