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Neaﬂy 50% of PANs linked to
Aadhaar so far, says UIDAI chief
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Close to 14 crore out of about

30 crove Permanent Account
 Numbers {(PANs) have so far

been linked to the national di-

gital 1D Aadhaar, according to

a top government official.

Thé situation en linking of

hank accounts to the biomes-
ric identifier-is better, with 70
percentof estimated over 100
crore accounts already been
sceded, UIDAL CEO Ajay
Bhushan Pandey told Pithere.
The Supreme Court last
week extended the deadline
for linking Aadhaar to all ser-
vices including new bank ac-
counts and mobile phone
connections, to March 3,
2018.
Earlier this month, the
deadline for linking PAN with
- Aadbaar teo had been exien-
ded by three months to March
31, 2018,
Asked about how many
PANs have been tinked to

g

Ajay Pandey, CEO of UIDA)

Aadhaar, Pandey sald that
nearly 14 ‘crore of about 30
crore PANs have been linked
se far.

Regarding bank accounts
that have been seeded with
Aadhaar, he said the number
stood at about 70 crore as
against an  estimated 109
crore bank accounts,

“We will continue 1o work
on simplifying the Aadhaar
linking process. We have
asked all the banks to provide
Aadhaar fingerprint and iris
scanner in branches (stipu-
lated 10 per cent branches), so

that people don't face any dif-
ficulty,” Pandey said.

with 119 crore residents
already  enrolled  for the
Aadhaar - a unique 12-digit
number backed by finger-
prints, iris scans and certain
demoegraphic details — the
programme today s the
world's  largest  biometric
database.

He said Aadhaar is saving
the government crores of ry-
pees by better targeting bene-
ficiaries of subsidised food
and cash transfers,



