2\

AADHAAR

ECONOMIC TIMES, Delhi,

12.1.2018

Page No. 1, Size:(6.73)cms X (10.45)cms.

No Aadhaar to Tampering
Allegations, Says RS Prasad

Law and IT minister

vouches for system's
security, says unique
ID has benefited poor

mation technology minister Ra\d
Shankar Prasad lashed out at the
critics of Aadhaar, arguing that it
had benefited the poor while vou-
ching for the strengthof its securi-
tv mechanisms following last we-
ek'sreport that demographic deta-
ils of those enrolled in the system
were available forz500.

Prasad cited three key sources of
opposition to Aadhaar.

“First, there are those who are
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chronically opposed to the (Na-
rendra) Modi government,” he
told ET in an interview. “Second,
those whose shops stand closed
(putting an end to criminal activi-
ty). Third, from money launde-
rers tothe patrons of terroristnet-
works, there are anti-social ele-
ments who seriously apprehend
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1d 1t was baffling that “those who
started Aadhaar have now beco-
me its biggestopponents”, refer-
ring to the previous United Pro-
gressive Alliance government,
which had implemented the sy-
stem.
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“There is a campaign against Aadha-
ar,” he said. There is “not a billionth
chance that Aadhaar can be tampered
with... (I)am sure of my system”.

Prasadsaid there isa “regular andit of
the security apparatus” and “the core
biometrics—fingerprintand iris—are
completely safe, secure, foolproof and
one of the best in the entire world. We
should be proud of India’s innovation™.

In the wake of The Tribune’s January
4report, the Unigue Identification Aut-
hority of India (UIDAT) said it has tigh-
tened access and will implement a vir-
tual IDprocess for Aadhaar authentica-
tion, among other measures.

The ID is used to ensure that benefits
goto those they are meant for and is be-
ingopposed by those who exploitthe po-
or for political ends, according to the
minister.

“Aadhaar is biggest instrument for em-
powerment of the poor. Those doing the
politics of the poor alone can have some

problem,” Prasad said. “In a scenario
where some form of identity verification
has become so commeon, I wonder then
why this hullabaloo when the disadvan-
taged, the needy are happy withit.”

The attacks on Aadhaar have been
sparked by its triumphs, he said.

“What surprises me is that the opposi-
tion is stemming from those segments
who are most open to sharing their
identity through passport, driving 1i-
cence, voting identity card, credit card
etc.,” he said. “The highly suspicious
circumstances surrounding the cam-
paign also raises serious doubts as to
whether there is a systematic campa-
ign against it because of its extraordi-
nary success.”

He said the government’s arguments
in favour of Aadhaar before the Supre-
me Court constitutional bench are on
firm ground. The next hearing on the
challenge to the ID islikely to be held on
January17.

Prasad declined to enter the contro-
versy regarding the first information
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report (FIR) filed with the police by Ul-
DAI after The Tribune story. The autho-
rity was subjected to a torrent of criti-
cism after reports that the complaint
had also been made against the repor-
ter. UIDAI denied this and said the FIR
had only mentioned the reporter as the
details of the breach needed to be provi-
ded in the document.

The minister reiterated the govern-
ment’s support for freedom of expres-
sion but also suggested the reporter co-
1ld help the police in its work.

“Our government's commitment to
press freedom is complete and total but it
is also our obligation to ensure the sanc-
tity and security of Aadhaar,” the mini-
ster said. “The journalist can cooperate
with the police to nab the real culprits.”

The minister said he had issued in-
structions to UIDAI and the FIR, as of
now, isnot registered against any parti-
cular individual. “The FIR only spells
outthedetailsof thefacts,” hesaid. The
minister said any “constructive sug-
gestion” will be welcomed by UIDAL



