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No breach of Aadhaar servers
InIT Grids'case: UIDAI

I I:'.'-.JDELHI. 17 APRIL

The Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAD
saidWednesdaythereisnoevi-
dence ofbreach ofits servers
in the recent case where pri-
vate firm I'T Grids (India) was
accused of obtaining details of
7.82 croreAadhaarholdersin
Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

In astatement, UTDAIsaid
thatits Central Identities Data
Repository and servers are
completely safe and fully
secure. No illegal access was
madetoits CIDR and no data
has been stolen fromits servers.

“UIDATI has filed a complaint
on the basis of a report from
SIT of Telangana Police that
ITGrids (India) Pvt Ltd alleged-
lyobtained and stored Aadhaar
numbers of manypeoplein vio-
lation of the provisions of the
Aadhaar Act.

“Nowhere in the report,
the SIT has found any evi-
dence to show thatthe Aadhaar
number, name, address, etc.,
of the people have been
obtained by stealing them
from UIDAlI servers,” the state-
mentsaid. UIDAIclarified that
service providers usually col-
lectAadhaarnumber and other
details directly from individ-
uals for providing services.

“They are required under
the Aadhaar Act and Infor-
mation Technology Actto use
sensitive information onlyfor
the purpose for which such
information has been col-
lected and are not allowed to
shareitwithoutconsent of Aad-
haar holders.

“Iftheyviolate the provisions
of Aadhaar Actin collectionof
Aadhaar numbers from peo-
ple, their storage, usage, and
sharing they are liable to be
prosecuted under the Aad-

haar Act,” UIDAI added.

The nodal authority for
Aadhaar said that through the
FIR, thepolicehas beenrequest-
ed by UIDAI to investigate
the purpose for which the
Aadhaar numbers were col-
lected from the people by IT
Grids (India), stored and used
(bythe company), and whether
anyprovisionsof Aadhaar Act
were violated in the process.
“The alleged incident has
nothing to do with UIDAI'sdata
and servers,” the statement
added.

Moreover, mere knowledge
of someone's Aadhaar num-
ber does not putthe Aadhaar
holder atanyriskas thereisa
layer of 'second factor authen-
tication' including biometric
oronetime password. Accord-
ingtoreports, [T Grids hasbeen
booked under the Aadhaar
Actfordataleakof around 7.82
crore residents.



