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Over1 cr PANs linked to Aadhaar in June
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NEW DELHI: More than one crore
permanent account numbers
(PAN)have been linked with the
12 digit unique Aadhaar in the
pastmonth, taking the total num-
ber oflinkages to 7.4 erore so far
—up from 6.2 crore in the first
week of June.

Sources, however, said of the
25 crore existing PANs, more
than 10 crore may remain
unlinked till theend ofthe year.

“There has been a huge
increase in linking PAN with

Aadhaar in the last one month,
the number has increased from
6.2croretoabout7.4crorenow...
But from now on, the number
may not increase very much,
though people who wish to link
thetwocandoso,” sourcesinthe
government said.

But those who are yet to link
the twonumbers need not worry
since their PAN will be valid till
theendofthe year. “Evenif PAN
isnotlinked, it remains valid for
now. However, peoplewho have
notlinked them can’tfileincome
tax returns this year,” CBDT
chairman Sushil Chandra said.

The government will decide
the cut-off date, after which
PANs will be deemed invalid,
only after August. Sources said
the governmentis likely to give
time till the end of the year tolink
PANswith Aadhaar.“Weare yet
to announce the exact date but
onecan safelysay that PANs not
linked with Aadhaar will not
remain valid after this year,”
sources said.

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, chief
economicadviser of State Bank of
India, said the increase in num-
ber of PANs getting linked with
Aadhaar indicated that the tax

base willwiden.

The move to link the two
unique identification numbers
wasaimedat curbingcirculation
ofblack money. The government
earlier said the PANsnot linked
with the Aadhaar numbers
wouldeventually becomeinvalid
and will not be considered for
identification purposes.

Thegovernment hasalsomade
it mandatory to seed all bank
accounts with the Aadhaar
number by December 31. The
bank accounts which are not
Aadhaar linked will be frozen
after December3l.



