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UIDAI rolls
out virtual ID
for Aadhaar

Komal Gupta &Remya Nair
NEW DELHI

he Unique Identification
TAulhorily ol India

(UIDAI) on Monday
launched afacility togenerate a
16-digit virtual identification
for Aadhaar number holders.
The virtual ID has been intro-
ducedso that the actual 12-digit
Aadhaar number need not be
shared forauthenticating iden-
Lity.

The moveis part ol UIDAT’s
initiative to put in place multi-
layered security to reinforce
privacy protection for Aadhaar
holders.

“UIDAI launches virtual
ID...Soon, service providers will
start accepting VID in place of
Aadhaarnumber,” atweet from
UIDAI on Monday said.

In January, UIDAI had said it
would release necessary APIs
(application programming
interfaces) by 1 March and all
agencies had been directed to
make the necessary changes for
the use of virtual ID, UID token
and limited KYC and opera-
tionalize it by 1 June.

“We will see how the
response is. We will see what
the load is. How many people
use it and thenmanage accord-
ingly,” saidasenior UIDAIoffi-
cial, onconditionsof anonym-
ity.

The virtual ID will be a
16-digit random number
mapped with the Aadhaar
number. It can only be gener-
ated, replaced or revoked by
the Aadhaarnumber holder. “It
will not be possible to derive
the Aadhaar number from the
virtual ID,” acircularissued by
UIDAlin January said.
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