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UIDAI unveils Virtual
iD in beta form;
service providers to
use new feature soon

P NEWDELH

he UIDAL has unveiled the beta version of the

much-awaited Virtual 122, and promised that
service providers will "snon” start sccepting the
same in Heu of Aadhaar number,

In the beta form, users can generate their
Virtual I and use it to update address in Aadhaar
online for the time being, according 1o UIDAL
which announced the Virtoal 1D concept earli-
er this vear to address privacy concerns,

Put simply, the new feature will allow
Ausdhaar heigers to guote their Virtual 1D (VID)
number without sctually disclosing the 12-digit
Aadhaar number for authentication or verifica-
tion purposes. :

“..Soon, service providers will start accept-
ing V1D in place of Aadhaar number. For now,
you can use this for online address update in vour
Aadhasr the Unigue Identification Authority of
India (UIDAL) said in a recent tweet,

The tweet urges the users to generate their

Vil and glves a link of Aadhaar website for the
same. : :
In januwary this year, UIDAI announced
plans to introduce *Virtual 11 featore which an
Aadhaar-card holder can generate from its web-
site and give for various purposes, including 81M
verification, instead of sharing the actual 12-digit
biometric 1D, )

The V1D, which is a random 16-digit num-
ber mapped t0 a persons Aadhaar number,
together with blometrics of the user would give
any authorised agency like a mobile company, m-
ited detadls such as name, address and photograph,
which are enough for any verification. The VID
effectively gives the users, the option of not shar-
ing Aadhsar number at the time of authentica-
tion. UIDAT had stated that it will be compulso-
ry for all agencies that undertake authentication
10 accept the Virtual I from their users from June
1, 2018, :



