22\

AADHAAR

PIONEER, Delhi, 1.8.2018

Page No. 10, Size:(8.52)cms X (18.49)cms.

TRAI chief’s Aadhaar dare:
UIDAI warns people not to
share Aadhaar number

PT1E8 KEW DELHI

Days after TRAL chief's
Aadhaar dare created a
flutter, the Unique
Identification, Authority of
India (UIDAI) today asked
people not to share publicly
their 12-digit identifier on
Internet and social media, or
pose such chailenges to others.

"Such activities are
uncalled for and should be
refrained as these are not in
accordance with the law”
UIDAIT said in a statement.

An all-out war has been
raging on Twitter since
Saturday after Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India
(Trai) chief R $ Sharma shared
his Aadhaar number publicly,
challenging anyone to show
how mere knowledge of the
number can be misused to
harm him. While some claimed
to have got access to his bank
account number and email,
Sharma refuted the claims say-
ing they were untrue.

UIDAT said people should
“refrain from publicly putting
their Aadhaar numbers on
Internet and social media and
posing challenges to others”.

UIDAI also warned that
doing Aadhaar authentication

.through somebody else's
Aadhaar number or using
someone else’s Aadhaar num-
ber for any purpose may
amount to impersonation and
thereby a criminal offence
under the Aadhaar Act and
indian Penal Code. Any person
indulging in such acts or abet-

i

L&
ting or inciting others to do so
makes themselves liable for
prosecution and penal action
under the law. Therefore peo-”
ple should refrain from such
acts, it added.

Aadhaar, it said, is 2 unigue
identity which can be authen-
ticated to prove one's identity
for various services, benefits
and subsidies. "UIDAI in its
regular media campaigns have
been consistently making peo-
ple aware not to display or pub-
lish or share their Aadhaar
number in public domain,”
the statement said.

UIDAI said the 12 digit
Aadhaar number "is personal-
Iy sensitive information” just
like bank account number,
passport pumber, PAN num-
ber, which "should be strictly
shared only on a need basis for
a legitimate use for establishing
identity and for legitimate
transactions’.

Also, as per the Aadhaar
Act and other IT rules, per-
sopally sensitive information
should not be published or
shared publicly, it said. )

"Indiscriminate  and
unwanted publication of any
personally sensitive informa-
tion whether Aadhaar or any
other, may render the con-
cerned person Yulnerable and,
therefore, should be avoided.”



