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UIDAI allows Airtel Aadhaar
re-verification till Mart:h 3l

5 RONENDRA SINGHIAGENCIES

fieve Deihd, lanuary 11

The Unigue Identity Authority
of India (UIDAI} has extended
the temporary permission it

-gave to Bhard Alrtel for using

biometric identity for reveri-
fication of its mobile custom-
ers, till March 31

UIDAT  had  temporarily
barred Alrezl from conducting
the Aadhaar-based eKYC, after
the telco allegedly opened ac

counts of irs mobile phone

subscribers without seeking
their ‘informed consént’, and
deposited LPG subsidy worth
crores into them. It had last
menth allowed Airtel to use
Aadhaar for rewverification of
its mobile customers tll Janu-
ary 10 with stiff riders, after the
company refurned TI38 crove
of LPG. subsidy which had
flowed into unsolicited Airtel
Payments Bank accounts,
“The company bas been al-
lowed to continue the re-verh-
fication of mobile customers
till March 31. PwC has submit-
ted its audit reports to the au-
thority and the Department
and Telecommunications; the
Reserve Bank of India is expec-
ted to give its audits in the next

few days” a senior govern-

ment official told BusinessLine,

When contacted, an Abrtel
spokesperson confirmed that
the company has been given

phone‘subscribers - =0
withiout seeking thelr
finformed consent’, and.
. deposited LPG subsidy .
_warth crores into thefn -

the extension, subject to “com-
pliance to the guidelines laid
down by UIDAL”

Sources from the company
also said the firm is undertak-
ing ali the needed steps under
strong  supervision, and a
minor issue is raised to higher
authorities, Both Airtel and
Afrtel Payments Bank had
come under fire after the Sunil
Mirtalded  firm  allegedly
opened accounts of its mobile
phone subscribers without
seeking their ‘informed con-
sent’, and LPG subsidies worth
crores were deposited info
them.

o avoid a similar Rasco, the
UIDAL Jast month directed
banks to seck an explicit con-
sent of the beneficiary before
changing the account o

 which government subsidies

are remitied,



