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Aadhaar Deadline
Issue with RBI, Trai

Aadhaar needs to be
linked by Mar 31 but
Virtual ID regime will
be ready from June

Surabhl.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Top officials at the
Unique Identification Authori-
ty of India will meet the count-
ry's banking and telecom regu-
lators to discuss whether there
is a need for fresh deadlines to
link the Aadhaar number with
essential services, as new secu-
rity protocols are introduced to
improve privacy and secure the

world’s largest digital reposito-
ry of personal information.

In the coming weeks, UIDAI
officials will discuss with va-
rious government ministries,
the Reserve Bank of India and
the Telecom Regulatory Autho-
rity of India todecide if thereis
need to extend the current de-

: adline of March
S 3L
FORM FOR
SERVICH “In the case of
PROVIDER Permanent Ac-
count Number
and bank acco-
unts, thelaw — Income Tax Act
and the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) — re-
quire the Aadhaar number, so
there is unlikely to be any im-
pact,” a top government official
told ET.
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The new security protocols,
which allow users to transact
with a virtual ID while expec-
ting service providers to gene-
rate virtual tokensaimed at ma-
sking the unique number, co-
mes into effect only from June.
“Any scheme for which money
goes from the Consolidated
Fund of India will require Aad-
haar,” the official said. “Our vi-
ew is that people are more com-
fortable sharing(Aadhaar num-
ber) with government agencies
as compared to private ones.”
Last vear, the government
mandated linking of the 12-di-
git Aadhaar
number with
PAN, bank ac-
counts and mo-
bile numbers.

Actlvists
have been
demanding

that linkage In addition, it
of Aadhaar was also requi-
numbersnot  Iedtobelinked
bemade to various
mandatory, schemes inclu-
citing ding post office
concems of deposits, pub-
Inadequate lic provident
privacy anda fund (PPF), the
security National Sa-

vings Certifi-
cate scheme and Kisan Vikas
Patra. Existing customers we-
re given time till December 31,
2017 toprovide the uniquenum-
ber. Subsequently, all deadlines
were extended to March 31, 2018
in order to allow the Supreme
Court to decide on a bunch of
petitions against the mandato-
ry linking of Aadhaar.
“The government will soon
hold meetings with the telecom
department officials to know
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whether they think companies
require Aadhaar numbers,”
the official said. He added that
similarly, for insurance and
mutual funds, the concerned
department or regulator has to
take adecision.

Privacy activists have been
demanding that linkage of
Aadhaar numbers not be made
mandatory, citing concerns of
inadequate privacy and securi-
ty. The Supreme Court is sche-
duled to hear fresh arguments
on the issue on January 17.

Last week, in one of the most
significant security upgrades
by the eight-year old agency, the
UIDAT anmounced creation of a
“virtual ID” which can be used
in lieu of the 12-digit Aadhaar
number at the time of authenti-
cation for any service. It also li-
mited the information accessed
by the authentication agencies.
The measures are expected to
strengthen privacy and prevent
profiling of people by combi-
ning dozens of databases lin-
kKed to Aadhaar. These measu-
rescome into force from June.

The government will pay he-
ed if people demand a deadline
extension, the official said.



