2\

TIMES OF INDIA, Delhi, 19.8.2019
AADHAAR

Page No. 6, Size:(20.60)cms X (24.26)cms.

‘Voluntary Aadhaar eKYC for
bank a/cs, mobile, MFs soon’

Ajay Bhushan Pandey wears many hats — he is revenue secy, heads GST Network & is also the CEO of
UIDAL Pandey spoke to Rajeev Deshpande & Sidhartha about the impact of the recent amendments to the
Aadhaar Act, while touching on the govt's consultations on the econony, which are under way. Excerpts:

B The Aadhaar Act and They then need to take aprint-  thesamelevel as thatof Aad-
PMLA have been amended. out that will have a QR Code, haar and the data remains
when can we expect the vol- which will ensure that the en- safe and secure.

untary use of e-KYC noti- fire information does not have

fled for opening bank ac- to befilled allover againatthe M Various sectors seem to
counts or getting a mobile Aadhaar centres. be slowing down and the
connection using Aadhaar? government seems to have
After the Supreme Court judg- B Whenareyoustartingthe taken note of it. What are
ment people could not have facility of issuing Aadhaar the reasons for the slow-
opened bank accounts on the to people with Indian pass- down and what steps are
basis of Aadhaar authentica- port,whoarelivingabroad? being considered to ad-

tion, even voluntarily. Now, af-
ter the amendments in the
Aadhaar Act and PMLA, and
Telegraph Act, on a voluntary
basis, a person can open a
bank account, a mobile con-
nection or a mutual fund or
open a demat account after
Aadhaar authentication. That
will make life very easy for
people as 124 crore people now
have Aadhaar Without Aad-
haar a lot of physical docu-
mentshad tobe submitted and
banks were wary of accepting
them as it often difficuit to
check authenticity of a paper
drivinglicence oreven a paper
Aadhaar. Now, with Aadhaar
authentication, accounts can
be opened almost instantane-
ously, even sitting at home
through OTP verification. Ap-
propriate PMLA rules will be
notified over the next few days.

B Now that 124 crore Aad-
haar numbers have been is-
sued. What next?

People nead to update their ad-
dresses, mobile numbers, pho-
tographs or even their names
on their Aadhaar cards. For
children after they turnfive or

15 years, their blometric data
has to be updated. We antici-
pate around 25 crore people
will update their Aadhaar an-
nually, which means around 10

lakh updates every day consid-
ering that there are 20 working
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days. New enrolments are
down to around 70,000-80,000
per day but around 4 lakh up-
daterequestsare comingevery
day. This was exactly the oppo-
siteearlier. Many Aadhaar ser-
vices are now available online
but wherever biometric is in-
volved, people have to visit a
centre atone of the 11,000 bank
branches or the 12,000 post of-
fices or other government of-
fices. We are also starting 114
Aadhaar Sewa Kendras in 53
cities, where eight to 16 Aad-
haar enrolment and update
machines will be available.
People have the option of pro-
viding information online and
taking an appointment for pro-
viding their biometric details.

An announcement has been
made and we will soon start
this. People with an Indian
passport can book an ap-
pointment online and when
they come t0 India, they can
visitany Aadhaarcentreand
enrolfor Aadhaarbygivinga
copy of theirpassport.

B There have been con-
cerns over Aadhaar data
in the past...

We maintain utmost vigil on
Aadhaar security through the
law and technology measures,
Wehave evolved security stan-
dards and we update them to
ensure that data remains safe.
Wehave toanticipate whatthe
potential vulnerabilities are
and take steps in advance to
stay ahead. There has not
been a single breach from the
biometric database.

B In case of NRC, SC has
said that NRC data should
be Kept as per Aadhaar se-
curity standard. Has As-
samcontacted yon?

They have contacted us. We
will guide them so that NRC
data security standard 1s of

dressthe problem?

We have had extensive discus-
sions with various sectors —
auto, real estate, financial sec-
tor, MSMESs, representatives
of the capital markets. We
have tried to understand their
problems. Weare alsodiscuss-
ing what the government
should do. We are holding dis-
cussions with industries and
stake holders across the coun-
try to assess the situation.

B What is the extent of the
slowdown?
‘Wearelooking at the numbers,
be it [P, the quarterly perform-
ance of companies or GST col-
lections which have grown 9%
in the first quarter. Gross col-
lection of direct tax is around
13% higher so far when we
compare that with the corre-
sponding period of the last
year. We are analysing what
these numbers point to, what is
the extent of the problem and
where the problem lies. We are
secing whether it's cyclical,
structural or is it becanse of
the international situation.
Based on that, the government
will respond appropriately.



