Times of India Edition Delhi
2.12.2016 Page 12
Height 29.04cm Width 4.47 cm

Aadhaar
all set to
replace PIN,
password

Mahendra.Singh
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New Delhi: The Aadhaar
number is all settobecomean
alternative for all online and
cardtransactionswhichrequ-
ire password and PIN as the
Unique Identification Autho-
rityof India(UIDAT)isdevelo-
ping a mobile app that can be
used by shopkeepers, mer-
chants orindividuals for rece-
iving payments.

Themove ispartof thedri-
ve, anchored by Niti Aayog, to
make India a cashless econo-
my after the government
scrapped high-value curren-
cy notes on November 8.

Among other measures,
the government is also wor-
kingon a policy to disincenti-
vise cash transactions and fa-
cilitate digital payments.

A B Pandey, CEO of UIDAI,
explained that online transac-
tions can be executed between
two people having bank acco-
unts linked with Aadhaar by
just feeding the 12-digit unique
identification number in the
mobile set equipped with the
Aadhaar-enabled app which
will be used for authenticating
biometrics — fingerprints or
irisof person making payment.

Pandey said the Andhra
Pradesh government is using
the Aadhaar-enabled system
infair priceshops.

“Aadhaar-enabled transac-
tions are card-less and PIN-
less,” Pandey said, adding that
people have foreseen Aadha-
ar’srole in online transactions
which is reflected in the huge
jump in enrolments. Enrol-
ments have jumped to 7lakh a
day from 4-5 lakh per day after
November 8. Pandey said the
government is working with
mobile manufacturers for pro-
ducing mobile sets equipped
with technology to authentica-
te biometrics which can enable
Aadhaar-based transactions.

A massive campaign is go-
ing to be launched to create
awareness among merchants.

Niti Aayog chief executive
officer Amitabh Kant, who is
heading the committee of se-
cretaries on digital payments
andispartof the panel of chief
ministers on the issue, said
thatwork isinprogressonapo-
licy to make cash transactions
more expensive and incentivi-
sepeople to pay digitally.

IT secretary Aruna Sunda-
rajan said the ministry has
kept aside Rs 100 crore to in-
centivise enrolment of mer-
chants on to the digital plat-
form to help push thedrive.



