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Karnataka

AimstoLead
Cashless Race
at PDS Shops

Sowmya.Aji@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: In therace to meet
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of a cashless
India, Congress-ruled
Karnataka is looking to pip
BJP-ruled states, such as
Maharashtra and Haryana, by
implementing Aadhaar-based
payments in the public distri-
bution system (PDS).
Aadhar-enabled point-of-sale
(PoS) machines
at 20,778 fair-
. price shops in
0 Karnataka will
use biometric
authentication
of 1.08 crore be-

‘Kerosene !
already be- IOW-pover‘tyjlme
ing gi .- (BPL) ration-
ing given via

Aadhaar-au- card holders to

thenticated release tations.
coupons’ According to
sources,
Aadhaar seeding has been done
for the card holders and kero-
sene is already being given to
them through Aadhaar-
authenticated coupons.

The state now wants to take
this forward by linking the Jan
Dhanaccounts of the card hold-
ers through Aadhaar.
Karnataka'’s food and civil sup-
plies secretary Harsh Gupta told
ET: “Weareaiming to introduce
Aadhaar-based paymentsforra-
tions within a month. Ration
card holders don’t have to pay in
cash. In fact, they are currently
takingrationson credit.”




