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Digitisation drive:
Landrecordstobe
linkedtoAadhaar

PRASHANT MUKHERJEE
NEW DELHI, AT APRIL

In order to further push digi-
tisation and fight against black
money, the Centre has asked
all state governments’ rev-
enuedepartmentstoregister
allland records onlineand link
Aadhaar numbers to each of
these transactions, including
existing land records. Senior
officials said, “Once the state
authorities are able to link all
PAN with Aadhaar numbers
to the land record databases,
theinvestigation officials and
tax department can make
searches tomatch property val-
ues with annual income
declaredand taxreturnfiles.”

Under the BenamiTrans-
actions (Prohibition) Amend-
ment Act, 2016, that came
into forcelast November, the
government can now confis-
cate property without paying
any compensation to the
buyer if they find any dis-
crepancies.

Sources said this will put
anend to oldmalpractices of
fraud and embezzlement in
landtransactions. Moreover,
itwill also ensure the role of
various middlemen is dimin-
ished and bribes to revenue
officers is eliminated. Once
complete, this will be a valu-
ablestepincatching thosewith
benamipropertiesacrossthe
country, the official added.

The official said the states’
revenue departments have
already firmed up a propos-
al to this effect whereby it
may become mandatory for
land- owmers to furnish their
Aadhaar numbers and get it
duly verified. For, new own-
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ersitwas already made mand a-
toryto furnish the Aadhaar and
PAN atthe time of propertyreg-
istration.

Real estate is the most
popularmeans to parkunac-
counted money, and is con-
sidered thehub for generation
of black moneywherealarge
number of Benami transactions
take place. Experts believe
the Amendment Actwill fur-
ther reduceblack money trans-
actions, thereby adjusting
prices as per the set land
value, makingit accessible for
buyersto buy apropertywith-
out hassles. States like Haryana,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh
andTelangana areamongthe
states whose land revenue
deparnments are intheprocess
of lin king Aadhaar with land
records and making it com-
plete digitised.

The Maharashtragovern-
ment is already in discus-
sionswiththeMational Infor-
matics Centre tolinkthe land
records and property owner-
ship with the Aadhaar num-
ber of the owner. Forinstance
in Uttar Pradesh, the Noida
administration has already
digitised the physical records
of over 16,000 instititional,
industrial and commercial
properties.



