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Nothing Wrong in Linking
PAN with Aadhaar, says SC

In preliminary
remarks, Justice
AK Sikri says govt
trying to check
tax evasion

Samanwaya.Rautray
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt has said there was not-
hing prima facie wrong with
the Modi government’s insis-
tence on linking Permanent
Account Number (PAN) of ci-
tizens with their Aadhaar
numbers to check the ende-
micproblemof tax evasion.
“It is a shame that people
evade tax... We can under-
stand if there is tax avoidan-
ce, but there are tax eva-
sions... Once there is tax eva-
sion, the government has to
come out with new provi-
sions. The government is try-

ing to plug all evasions and le-
akages,” Justice AK Sikrisaid

in hispreliminary remarks.
He was sitting alongside
Justice Ashok Bhushan and
listening to petitions contes-
ting the government’s move
to link PAN and Aadhaar
numbers. Those that are not
linked will lose their validity,
according to

' ‘ changes bro-
ught in the Fi-
nance Bill.

The govern-
ment, through
its top-most le-

mfnfl?::é“h gal officer, At-
whyitshoutd torney Gene-
substitute ral for India
theHouse's Mukul Rohat-
wisdomon  gi, defended
thismatter the moveasne-
withitsown cessary to we-

ed out fake

PANs and check tax evasion
and black money.

In keeping with the top co-
urt’s marked reluctance re-
cently to wade into areas tra-
ditionally considered to be in
the executive domain, the

bench wondered aloud why it
should substitute the house’s
wisdom on this matter with
its own.

“There are 542 members sit-
ting in Parliament — they
don’t object. Why should we
interfere or object to it?” the
bench asked of the latest
change in the law, which ma-
kes it impossible for citizens
to file their income-tax re-
turns without their Aadhaar
numbers.

This remark was made after
senior advocates Arvind P
Datar and Shyam Divan clai-
med the move was draconian
and oppressive.

Datar, appearing for CPI lea-
der Binoy Visman, argued
that the proposed move did
not figure either in the finan-
ce minister’s speech or
objects while moving the
amendment to Income Tax
Act. The amendment inser-
ted a new Section 133AA, ma-
king thelink mandatory after
July 1, 2017. No reasons were
cited to back this decision,
Datarsaid.



