Azadite, )

; AADHAAR
Amrit Mahotsav Mera Aadhaar, Meri Pehchaan

L2

THIDd 2023 INDIA
'}

Newspaper: Mint (New Delhi)
Date: 28/03/2023

Going digital has played a special
role as a catalyst in our economy

An open-source strategy Jor interoperability has let ws bidld variows qffordable solutions on top of Aadhaar as a digital base

is chief executive officer of the Unicue
Identification Authority of India (UIDAI)

he indispensability of digitaliza 'maw
Toundation foralinostevery a
an economy is well acknowledged,
Growing internet penetration, atferda-
bledata, technological innovations and,
aboveall. the government's thrust on
digital infeasirueiure isensuring fasierded
better targeting and improved accauntabili

The digitalimprart: Dmnwlhep«nod2014!0
2019, Tndin's coredigilal ceonomy i ol o

4% o B.5% of gross value added (GVA)L. T
digital economy grew 2.4 times faster than the
overall economy duringthisperiod. The digitally
dependent ecomomy accounted for around 22% of
the ol cconomy in 2019, as pera Reserve Banks
of Indiabulletin published recently.

The government's emphasis has been ondevel
oping digital public infrasiructurc (DPT), w
ensures public availability of digital components
Tor nore participative service delivery systems:

(2 triggers market-led innovations: (3) facilitates
miare allordableand faster on-boarding ofs :
and (1) aids the development of more transy
systemnsandthus improves user trusl.
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the conntry. Aacdhaar,a ket compunem ofoul
digital infrastructure, through its inherent virtue
oluniqueness, has become an important eelol
digital governance in India. As testimony, consider
that nearly | 700-wellare and good-governance
schemes of the central and stale governments use
Aadbaar. Ttsuse has ensured benefits reaching the
intended beneheiaries without leakages. The listol!
examplesislong. our Public Distribution Sys-
tewt (PDS), a significant reduction in foodgrain
diversion thanks te computerized supply chain
management, the removal of nearly 47 million
Fakey/duplicate ralion cardsafier Aadhaar data
seeding of 730 million beneficiaries and antoma-
tionol Tair price shops resulied into savings esii
mated at $12 billion_ Similarly, India’s cooking gas
subsidy scheme (PAHAL) has recorded savings
worth roughly $8.5 billion and the farmer-support
programme has recorded a reduction of12 million
tonnesin fertilisersales toretailers, resulting in
estimated savings of $1. 2 billion
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LI7 hillion mobile fele i
million startphone users and 8440 rmlllon internet
connections. “r had a 200% in

agams[z\luh“um; rease umrhm‘u‘ez\s,tr»\ eringall
villages with at least 4G mnobile services. Thi
to further reduce the rural-urban digital divide
Elfortsare underway toenhance the capabilitios ol
Jow-cost feature mobile phones, thus making the
digital econoimy more inclusive.

Therecently launched Digital India Bhashini
projectseeks o enable access o theiniernel
and anline digital services in regional languages.
including provisions for voice-based access. This.
ispoised 1o address Indian language diversity, as it
aims to provide solutions in a medium that peaple
canintuitively relaieio

Digital inclusion has drisen formalization: Digi-
talization accelerates economic growth throngh
Dietter linancial inclusion, greater [ormalization,
inereased efficiencies and enhaneed opportuni-
ties. The digital public infrastructure that has
successfully supported this endeavour includes
Aadhaar, the Unified Payments Interface (UP1,
Co-Win, DigiLocker, Diksha and other platforms.

Intermsof the scaleachieved, consider these
mumbers. More than 94.5% ol our population
now have Aadhaar IDs and more than 22 billion
authentications take pl; very nonth. Similarly.
o transact e now
done mo >n[l1|\ a75-fold increase in five years.
Co-Win, a platformused for India's vaceination
programme, recordedabout L1billion registra-

i lurther as manyas 140 million users now
nlsand as mmany as 5.6 bil-
gitaldociments arc stored far anline
essin its repository. The E-shram portal has
seen the registration ol 286.5 million unorgani
sectorworkers, the PM-SVANidhiplatform has
4.4 nillion street vendors, while the Udyarm portal
has 12 7 million enterprises. The GST-paverbase
has doubled from 7 million to 14 million during the
period from 201710 2022, All the: a-pointsare
indicative of how things are shaping up.
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Open and participative digital innovations. In
Tadia, thesupporiive environment. forinnovation
by both government and private players is driving
inmovationsin the digital space. Inthe domain
ol new-age lechnologics such asartilicial intelli-
gence (Alland machine learning (ML), for
insiance, Tndin iss Top cont ribul or 1o open-soures
Al projects. Asan indication, A1 publicalions
from Tndia are growing at atorrid pace compared
with the TS, K, EITand China, and o higher pro-
portion efinformation technology workersin
Indiaare estimated to possess Al skills thanany
other G20 country.

The Indian govermment, onits part, isalso
actively collaborating with the IT indusiry for
designing and testing newer applications and use-
cases hrough astreat ofeaptive sandhoxes and
test-beds. Public-privatc partnerships have been
speeding updigitalization in India. This can be
seenin the roles plaved by iSpirt for IndiaSiack
open public platforms, National Payments Corp of
India (NPCT) for fast digital payments, Open Net-
work for Digital Commerce (ONDCHorapen digi-
tal commerce and also by otheruser entities that
operale within the Unigue Tdentilication Authority
of India (UIDAL ccosystem,

ndia has realized the imperative of using (fothe
extent possible) siandards, lechnologies and iools
that are essentially open-source, thus avoiding the
vendorlock-insand high costs associated with the
use of proprietary technologies. At the same time,
thizsrategyisalao encouraging interoperalility
among fand the scalability o) various solutions built
ontopofopen tools, while enabling affordahility.




