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AADHAAR

AJAY BHUSHAN PANDEY, CEO, UIDAI .

‘A law should back
future directives
on Aadhaar linking’

NEW DELHI:Soon after the SC
judgment, Ajay Bhushan
Pandey, CEO, Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India,
spokeabout the road ahead
for Aadhaar. Excerpts:

Has your stand been
vindicated today?
Itisahistoric judgment and
willset the pace for digital
destiny of our country. The
court has ted that

data protection law at the earli-

est. How long will it take for the

data protection law to kick in?

The Justice BN Srikrishna

committee,inwhichIwasa
ber, had in the draft

thereisalegitimate state personal data protection bill
aim in Aadhaar. It ensures suggested certain amend-
dignity and empowers mar- mentstothe Aadhaar Act.
ginalised sections of the The SC has alsosuggested
society. Ithasalsoheld that that these recommenda-
the Aadhaar Act needs the tionsshould be taken for-
concept of limited govern- ward. So, the government
ment, good governance and willdefinitely consider it.
constitutional trust. The ....Thavebeen given to
mandatory linkageof Aad- understand thata public
haar with PAN card and consultation process by the
Income Tax returns will IT ministry is underway.
ensure proper tax compli-
ance, curb blackmoney,tax  The SC today struck down
evasions, andmoneylaun-  Section 57 of the Aadhaar Act,
dering. Itwillalsogoalong  which deals with sharing of
wayinpluggingthe leakage  datawith private companies.
in welfare schemes., Till But what happensto data that
March 2018, Aadhaar has has already been shared ?
helpedsave thegovernment  Thatisaquestionwewill
90,000 crore. havetolook intoafter going
intothedetailsofthe judg-
The SC has expressed concern  ment.... But whatever has
over issues related todata been mandated by the
securityand privacy. Supreme Court will be
Thejudgmentclearlystates  implementedinthe true
thatthe Aadhaar Actdoes spirit.
not lead toa surveillance
state. Ithas further saidthat  Afterthe SC order, canthe
the Actleads toconstitu- government make Aadhaar
tional trust. Having said mandatory for some other
thatthecourthasalsoman-  servicesthatit wants?
dated certain ds The fund 1principle,
suchasrestrictiononthe whichisbeingfollowed, is
time period for which the that the mandatory use of
authenticationloghastobe Aadhaar has to be backed by

maintained —uptosix
monthsonly, which was

the law, subject to the test of
proportionality. So, in

earlier five years. This will future if forany serviceor
bedone. The courthas activity the government
restricted the mandatory thinks that it will require
usageof Aadhaarbyprivate  Aadhaarthen there hasto
companies. These condi- be alaw sanctioningsuch
tionsand restrictions will mandatory use. The pur-
goalongway instrengthen-  poseofAadhaarActisto
ing Aadhaarandinstilmore  provide theidentityandthe
confidence in the people of use of identity for the deliv-
India. eryofservices, Thereare

certainacts likethe Income
The SC has also said that the Tax Actwhich require useof
Centre should bring astrong Aadhaar.



