PM launches
BHIM-Aadhaar
application

PAVAN DAHAT

NAGPUR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched the BHIM-
Aadhaar in Nagpur on Fri-
day on the occasion of the
126th birth anniversary of
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, and
hoped that the digital plat-
form would be an “eco-
nomic giant” like the Con-
stitution, through which
Dr. Ambedkar empowered
the common man.

Mr. Modi said, “Like
Shiva [a Hindu god], Dr.
Ambedkar also drank the
poison of hatred all his life
but he did not carry even
the slightest of bitterness
neither in the Indian Con-
stitution nor in his
speeches. Today, we are
trying to give a new system
on his birth anniversary.”
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BHIM-Aadhaar will be
an economic giant: PM

Tt will empower the common man like the Constitution’

PAVAN DAHAT
NAGPUR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi launched the BHIM-
Aadhaar (a digital payment
platform that wuses the
Aadhaar number) in Nagpur
on Friday on the occasion of
the 126th birth anniversary
of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, and
hoped that the digital plat-
form would be an “eco-
nomic giant” like the Consti-
tution, through which Dr.
Ambedkar empowered the
common man.

Showering praise on the
“architect of the Indian Con-
stitution” at a function here,
Mr. Modi said, “Like Shiva [a
Hindu god], Dr. Ambedkar
also drank the poison of
hatred all his life but he did
not carry even the slightest
of bitterness neither in the
Indian Constitution nor in
his speeches. Today, we are
trying to give a new system
on his birth anniversary.”

He asked the citizens to
fulfil the dreams of the free-
dom fighters. “They died for
the nation but we can live
for the nation. In 2022, India
will complete 75 years of its
independence. We have a

PM Modi launching the
BHIM-Aadhar app in Nagpur
on Friday. =s.suparsHan

dream that by 2022, every
Indian should have his own
house with the facilities of
electricity, water, and
nearby hospitals. No one
should be homeless. Let us
strive to live the dreams of
Dr. Ambedkar which he en-
shrined in the Constitution,”
the Prime Minister said.

“In a large country like
ours, it involves a big ex-
penditure to print currency
and distribute it. If we can
save this expenditure, the
same money can be used for
building houses for the
poor,” he asserted.

Taking a dig at critics, Mr.
Modi said he was “astoun-
ded” by the opinions of
many scholars (on demonet-
isation and cashless
economy).

“Earlier they debated the
BHIM application and now
they are debating about the
Aadhaar. Let them do it but
we are working hard to-
wards making India a digital
economy and ‘Digidhan’ is
an important part of it. Very
soon, the ‘Digidhan’ will be
synonymous with ‘Nijidhan’
[private property].

“Now you don't even
need a mobile phone [for di-
gital transactions]. If your
Aadhaar number is linked
with your bank accounts,
then your thumb impression
is enough to carry out a di-
gital transaction. You don’t
need to carry a single rupee
with you. Even the most ad-
vanced technologies in the
world don’t have this sys-
tem. Very soon, major uni-
versities in the world will
come to study the BHIM-
Aadhaar. This is going to be
a reference point for a big
change in the world,” he
claimed.



