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Banks, telcos could
be allowed to use
Aadhaar: Jaitley
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Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley Saturday said a Parlia-
ment approved legislation
can restore mandatory link-
ingof biometric ID Aadhaar
with mobile phones and
bank accounts, but did not
say if the government will
bring anew law for thesame.
The Supreme Court had last
month upheld the Constitu-
tional validity of Aadhaar,
the 12-digit biometric based
unique identity number, but
restricted its use by private
entities like telecom opera-
tors for verify ing identity of
mobile phone user.

Jaitley said the verdict was
a "very sound judgment" as
the court accepted that there
is legitimate state aim in
Aadhaar. "Aadhaar is not a
citizenship card," he said at
the HT Leadership Summit
here. "Because after all you
have a system where you give
a lot of government money
in form of various support
and subsidies to all Kinds of
people. That was the princi-
ple ohjective of Aadhaar"

The Supreme Court, he
said, upheld most of what
Aadhaar does.

"What had not been upheld
falls in two categories. One is
the principle of proportion-
ality that Aadhaar will help
in these cases and then do it
by an appropriate law. "So
the whole argument which
was given that private com-
panies can't use it, there is
Section 57 which says you
can authorise others either
by law or contract. So what
has been struck down is by
contract," he said.

Finance Minister said a le-
gal provision through a leg-
islation can restore linking
of Aadhaar with mobile
phones and bank accounts.
"By law it can still be done,
provided you do it under the
adequate provision of law
and do iton the basis of that
in this field it is necessary,"
he said. He, however, did not
say if the government plans
to bring a law in Padiament
for the purpose.



