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Centreasksstatesnotto
denyrationsans Aadhaar

‘Don‘tdelete eligiblehouseholds fromlist of beneficiaries forlack of Aadhaar’

PTI
NEW DELHI, 26 0C

BER

he Centre has

instructed states

not to deny PDS

benefits to any
beneficiary who does not
have Aadhaar or has not
linkedrationcardtothe 12-
digit biometric identifier
and warned ofstrict action
on violation.

It has also asked state
governmentsnottodelete
eligible househalds from
the listof beneficiariesfor
non- possession of Aadhaar.

Aninstruction has been
issued in this regard this
week to all states, after an
11-yearold Jharkhand girl
allegedly died of starvation
recently after being denied
PDS ration.

Inadirective, the Union
food ministry has clari-
fied that deletion from the
ration card database can
only happen after proper
verificationof ration card
holderestablishes “beyond
reasonable doubt” thatan
entry pertaining to the
said ration card holder is
not genuine.

State field functionar-
ies have been asked to

ensure thatbeneficiaries are
not turned away on the
ground of non- posses-
sion of Aadhaar, and all
exceptionsinthisregard are
recorded inaseparate log-
book.

When contacted, Ajay
Bhushan Pandey, CEO of
Aadhaar issuing body,
Unique ldentification
AuthorityofIndia (UIDAT),
told PT1," The intention is
to ensure that no one is
denied any food benefits
forlackofAadhaar, lack of
linking, or technical diffi-
cultyinbiometricauthen-
tication. As long as a per-
son is genuine, he has to
be given the benefit, in
this case, ration.”
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ritories will have to make
arrangements to provide
Aadhaar enrolment facil-
ities to thosewithout Aad-
haar andlink their Aadhaar
numbers withration card,
the food ministrysaid and
cautioned that strictaction
will be taken for violation
of provisions of the noti-
fication.

As per the National
Food Security Act, states
have been given deadline
tillDecemberto link Aad-
haar with ration cards.

The Centre yesterday,
however, told the Supreme
Court that the deadline
for mandatory linking of
Aadhaar toavail of bene-
fitsofvarious government

schemeswould beextend-
ed till March 31 next year
forthose who donothave
the 12-digitbiometriciden-
tification number.

Sofar, 82 per centof the
ration cards have been
seeded with Aadhaar num-
ber in the country.

The food ministry direc-
tive mentionsthattill such
time Aadhaar is assigned
to the beneficiary, sub-
sidised foodgrains will have
begivenon production of
rationcard, enrolmentslip
and otherstipulated doc-
uments like election card.

Irrespectiveofwhether
all members of an eligible
household have Aadhaar,
full quantity of subsidised
foodgrains or cash trans-
fer of food subsidyupon ful-
filling the requirements
laid down will have to be
extended.

Similarly, even in the
case of failure of biomet-
ric authentication due to
a technical glitch or poor
biometricquality, the ben-
eficiary will have to be
provided thesocial welfare
benefits provided on phys-
ical production of Aad-
haar card along with the
ration card,



