
Indigenous 
missile launch 
successful
DNA Correspondent  
correspondent@dnaindia.net

New Delhi: India launched a 
successful flight test of   in-
digenously built ‘Nirbhay’ 
missile on Tuesday at Chan-
dipur along in Odisha. The 
missile can carry warheads 
weighing up to 300 kg.

This was the fifth experi-
mental test of  the home-
grown missile system which 
faced problems in the past. 

Out of  four earlier trials 
since its maiden launch in 
2013, only one was successful.

The flight test achieved all 
mission objectives from lift-
off  till the final splash, boost-
ing the confidence of  all sci-
entists associated.

“The missile majestically 
cruised for a total duration of  
50 minutes, achieving the 
range of  647 km. The missile 
was tracked with the help of  
ground-based radars, and 
other parameters were moni-
tored by indigenous stations 
developed by Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO),” Defence 
Ministry said.

Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman hailed the suc-
cess of  DRDO Scientists and 
complimented them for this 
inspired achievement. She 
said the success would take 
India to the select League of  
Nations for its sub-sonic 
cruise missile capability.

Jhabua (MP): A 32-year-old 
tribal woman was allegedly 
made to carry her husband 
on her shoulders for nearly 
two km across Khedi village 
in this district of  Madhya 
Pradesh as a ‘punishment’ 
for ‘running away’ with an-
other tribal man.

A video of  the incident, 
which occurred on Sunday, in 
which the woman was pur-
portedly seen carrying a man 
on her shoulders and also be-
ing beaten up by him and other 
villagers, has gone viral.

Police have booked six per-
sons on the complaint lodged 
by the woman and arrested 

four of  them, Superintendent 
of  Police Mahesh Chnadra 
Jain said on Tuesday.

Another police officer said 
the woman’s husband had 
filed a complaint with the 
Pitol Police stating that his 

wife had ‘eloped’ with a tribal 
man on October 28.

However, she was ‘brought 
back’ to the village, dominat-
ed by Bhil community, after a 
‘mediation’ on November 4, 
said Pitol police post in-
charge Naveen Pathak.

The officer said the wom-
an was allegedly beaten up by 
her husband and some villag-
ers before she was forced to 
carry him on her shoulders 
across the entire village.

On the basis of  the com-
plaint lodged by the woman, 
the police booked six per-
sons, including her brother-
in-law and father-in-law.

Tribal woman forced to carry 
husband for eloping, 6 booked

�� Based on a complaint 
lodged by the woman, 
police booked six persons 
in the case. 

�� The accused  include 
her husband, father-in-
law and brother-in-law.

Filed Case

‘Will neutralise all 
terrorists in J&K’
DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

New Delhi: Army Chief  Gen-
eral Bipin Rawat on Tuesday 
said the force is ready to elim-
inate terrorists infiltrating 
Kashmir from across the bor-
der a day after Indian forces 
killed Jaish-e-Mohammed 
chief  Masood Azhar’s neph-
ew in Pulwama district.

General Rawat said secu-
rity forces also seized an as-
sault rifle which NATO forces 
use in Afghanistan from the 
three terrorists which indi-
cated Pakistan was aiding 
terror operations in Kashmir.

Rawat said it is clear that 
terrorists are getting support 
from across the border.

Based on ground intelli-
gence, agencies have warned 
security forces that Pakistan 
army along with terror 
groups and ISI has stepped up 
attempts to infiltrate and car-
ry out attacks in Kashmir to 

derail efforts of  special repre-
sentative Dineshwar Sharma.

“It doesn’t matter if  he is 
Masood Azhar’s nephew or 
anyone else,” he said.

He added that the aim of  
the forces was to neutralise 
terrorists irrespective of  
where they came from.

“If  any terrorists target 
any building, police station 
or Army, they are troubling 
the citizens. Our attempt is 
to neutralise whoever is in-
volved in terror activities,” 
he said.

General Bipin Rawat

SC notice to RIL, MP on lease
Ritika Jain 
ritika.jain@dnaindia.net 

New Delhi: The Supreme 
Court on Monday issued a no-
tice to Madhya Pradesh and 
Reliance Industries Limited 
(RIL) on a petition challeng-
ing lease deeds signed by the 
conglomerate with almost 400 
tribals in Madhya Pradesh. 

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Arun Mishra and M 
Shantanagouder issued the 
notice based on a plea filed by 
Ravinder Tiwari, the presi-
dent of  Janta Kisan Sang-
harsh Morcha who alleged 
that Ratan Akhori, an au-
thorised representative of  
RIL, fraudulently made tribal 
farmers sign on blank docu-
ments in order to divert agri-
cultural land for non-agricul-

tural purposes. 
The petition states the 

tribals, who were dependent 
on an agrarian economy, 
were induced to sign the pa-
pers as ‘lease deeds’ in way of  
cash. According to the terms 
of  the lease deed, RIL offered 
each tribal an amount rang-
ing between Rs 1.20 lakh – Rs 
1.50 lakh and a nominal and 
entirely sham sum of  Re 1 per 

acre ‘as rent’ for the lease pe-
riod which may be for either 
29 years or 99 years. 

The remaining paperwork 
submitted with the state au-
thorities were written in lan-
guages that were identical 
and were accordingly passed 
with identical orders. 

The signed land would 
then be used by RIL to felici-
tate the drilling equipment 
for exploiting the CNM leas-
es. If  the land is used for drill-
ing methane gas, it will ren-
der the land useless, thus 
killing the livelihood of  the 
tribals, Tiwari further main-
tained. 

“RIL has enabled land con-
version en masse without ap-
plication of  any policy, advo-
cate Avi Singh said repre-
senting Tiwari. 

GST, Aadhaar will transform Indian economy: UIDAI CEO
Sanjay Jog 
sanjay.jog@dnaindia.net

Mumbai: Unique Identifica-
tion Authority of  India (UID-
AI) CEO Ajay Bhushan Pan-
dey, in an interview with 
Sanjay Jog, said Aadhaar 
and GST have potential to 
transform Indian economy. 
Pandey, who is also the 
Chairman of  Goods & Ser-
vices Tax Network (GSTN), 
said government is taking 
due measures to provide re-
lief  to the people.
�� People are facing a lot 

of  issues since GST roll-
out. What measures are 
being taken to address 
them?

GST is a major reform. 
When you roll out any new 
system there are bound to be 
some teething problems. The 
process under GST is differ-
ent than what it used to be. 
People will get used to it, and 
they will find it more con-
venient. We have addressed 
many issues that were raised, 
and are looking into the rest.
�� What is your take on is-

sues related to GST Net-
work?

In both GST and Aadhaar 
we are very sensitive to peo-
ple’s needs. We don’t want the 
common people to be affected 
due to these reforms. We have 
been making required chang-
es and adjustments. We will 

attempt every possible solu-
tion to address them.

There is a question of  
transition or change manage-
ment. We are actively work-
ing with states and various 

stakeholders to ensure this 
change is smooth. 
�� What has been the jour-

ney of  Aadhaar since its 
launch in 2010?

We have issued Aadhaar to 
118.7 crore people which is 
almost 89.7 per cent of  the 
current population, which 
also constitutes 99 per cent of  
the adult population.

Aadhaar has ensured that 
needy and deserving people 
get the benefits. Cases of  
ghost duplication of  fake 
beneficiaries were rampant 
before this.

In the last two-and-a-half  
year when Aadhaar was used 
for availing benefits, total 
savings estimated is around 

Rs 57,000 crore. A World Bank 
study in 2016 said if  Aadhaar 
is used in all government 
schemes it will lead to an an-
nual benefit of  Rs 70,000.
�� What do you have to say 

on the debate that Aad-
haar will breach privacy?

We are very particular 
about privacy. When the Aad-
haar Act was drafted, it was 
based on the premise that 
privacy is a fundamental 
right. In its recent judgment, 
the Supreme Court said pri-
vacy can be restricted in le-
gitimate interest and it has 
to be proportionate and justi-
fied. According to us, Aad-
haar complies with the  
SC order.

Ajay Bhushan Pandey

IndiGo staff manhandles flier
New Delhi: A fist fight 
sparked between a passenger 
of  IndiGo airline and an air-
line staff  last month after an 
argument. A video of  the in-
cident went viral on social 
media on Tuesday. 

Sanjay Bhatia, DCP Indira 
Gandhi International Air-
port, said no complaint was 
received in this regard. Bha-
tia said a passenger named 
Rajeev Katiyal, who had ar-
rived from Chennai, was wait-
ing for a coach bus when he 
got into an altercation with 
IndiGo staff  Jubi Thomas fol-
lowing a misunderstanding. 
The matter was amicably 

sorted out and no complaint 
was registered, he said.

IndiGo in a statement said 
they acknowledge the un-
pleasant experience the pas-
senger went through at Delhi 

airport. “My personal apolo-
gies as this does not reflect 
our culture. I had personally 
spoken to the passenger and 
asked for an apology. At In-
diGo, dignity of  our passen-
gers and staff  is of  utmost 
importance. Any act that 
compromises the dignity of  
either is of  a serious con-
cern to us. Under the code of  
conduct violation, this inci-
dent was investigated and 
stern action was taken 
against the staff. Once again, 
my personal and sincere 
apologies to the affected pas-
senger,” a spokesperson of  
the airlines said.

Screen grab from the video

DNA Correspondent 
correspondent@dnaindia.net

New Delhi: Senior advocate 
Prashant Bhushan on Tues-
day alleged that Central Bu-
reau of  Investigation (CBI) 
Special Director Rakesh 
Asthana’s name has ap-
peared in the list of  pay-off  
‘beneficiaries’ in a diary 
seized from Gujarat-based 
Sterling Biotech, and re-
leased the relevant pages 
from the said diary.  

Bhushan has also filed a 
Public Interest Litigation in 
the Supreme Court claiming 
that Asthana’s appointment 
to the position was illegal. 
The petition alleges that CBI 
Director Alok Kumar Verma 
had objected to elevation as 
he was being investigated in 
a corruption case.

The veteran lawyer, who 
was part of  the anti-corrup-
tion movement that put the 
Aam Aadmi Party in power in 
Delhi, said the CBI registered 
a case against Gujarat-based 
Sansesara group company 
Sterling Biotech Limited, its 
directors, chartered account-
ant and the then director of  
Andhra Bank for allegedly 
cheating public sector banks 
of  Rs 5,383 crore. He said that 
the FIR mentions that on 
June 28, 2011, the Income Tax 
department had conducted a 
search and seizure under Sec-
tion 132 during which incrim-

inating documentary evi-
dence was seized from the 
group’s premises in Mumbai 
and Vadodara. 

As per the FIR, a “Diary 
2011” detailed the monthly 
payouts to income tax offi-
cials, several police officers, 
and politicians in Gujarat. 

The FIR states that “The 
documents seized revealed 
that the Sandesara group has 
been acting as a depository 
for receiving funds on behalf  
of  persons including public 
servants…. (and) showed cor-
ruption of  various public 
servants including three sen-
ior IRS officers”.

Sr CBI officer accused 
of corruption, says PIL

�� Senior advocate 
Prashant Bhushan had 
also filed a PIL in the 
Supreme Court claiming 
Asthana’s appointment as 
the CBI Special Director 
was illegal.

sC Pil

Rakesh Asthana

Lucknow: The Uttar Pradesh 
Shia Central Waqf  Board to-
day said it would pre-
pare a draft proposal 
for a peaceful settle-
ment of  the Ayodhya 
dispute by December 6, 
the day the Babri 
Mosque was demol-
ished in 1992.

Board Chairman 
Wasim Rizvi said he 
would visit Ayodhya this 
month to meet seers and ma-
hants.

“I have already discussed 
terms and conditions with 

many of  them and some peti-
tioners for the draft proposal 

for agreement to settle 
the dispute mutually,” 
Rizvi said.

“By December 6, I 
hope we will be able to 
prepare our draft pro-
posal for a mutual 
agreement,” he said.

Rizvi had last month 
met Art of  Living 

founder Sri Sri Ravi Shankar 
in Bangalore and apprised 
him of  the Board’s stand that 
a Ram temple should be built 
at the site.  —PTI

Ayodhya settlement draft 
ready by Dec 6: Waqf board

Wasim Rizvi
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It has become a practice now to attach significance 
to even such meetings, where the prime minister 
has expressed heartfelt wishes...one can see how 
Modi was moved on seeing Karunanidhi...it was a 
moving meeting. One should see only that.
—Pon Radha Krishnan, Union Minister of State for 
Finance and Shipping

12 nEw DElhI I wEDnESDAy, nOVEMBER 8, 2017

 snapshot 

‘Microscopic 
minority is 
opposing devpt’

If people don’t want I 
am ready to drop the 

proposal of develop-
ing the rivers. It is up to you 
whether you want it or not.

There is always a 
microscopic minority 
which opposes the 

developmental projects. I 
respect them (such people).

We need to have a 
balance between 

development and 
environment in the country.

If you all don’t want, 
we are not going to 
give anything to you. 

If you want we will do it. We 
don’t want to force project 
against the wish of people.

Nationalisation of 
rivers is a wrongly 
coined word.

The rivers are always 
a state property. The 
parliament has given 

nod to develop these rivers 
through central funding 
for which they need to be 
notified. 

The rights of the riv-
ers will remain with 
the locals and state 

governments, while Central 
government is only going to 
fund their development. 

We’ll make rivers 
beautiful. It’ll be 

dredged to be used for 
inland waterways.

Union Shipping Minister Nitin 
Gadkari
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J&K terror funding: NIA arrests 9
Sumit Kumar Singh 
singh.sumit@dnaindia.net 

New Delhi: Probing the trail 
of  money used to fuel the un-
rest and terror in Jammu and 
Kashmir, the National Inves-
tigating Agency (NIA) on 
Tuesday seized demonetised 
currency worth Rs 36.34 
crore being trafficked by peo-
ple linked with separatists 
and terrorists in the national 
Capital. 

The agency also arrested 
nine persons, including few 
residents of  the Valley, in 
New Delhi along with the de-
monetised currency. NIA was 
‘amazed’ to find that the sepa-
ratists and terrorists were 
still hoping to exchange the 
demonetised currency to 
carry out unrest. A senior 
NIA official said due to de-
monetisation and strict mon-
itoring, terrorists and sepa-
ratists were unable to ex-
change the banned notes and 

roped in hawala dealers 
across the country.  

NIA is investigating a case 
related to financing of  terror 
and separatist activities in 
Kashmir valley. “During the 
investigation, it had emerged 
that persons and entities 
linked to the separatists and 
terrorists were still in pos-
session of  a significant 

amount of  demonetised cur-
rency which they could not 
deposit and convert during 
the period earmarked by the 
government,” a senior NIA 
officer said. 

The agency further point-
ed out that surveillance was 
mounted on such entities. 
“This led to unearthing of  a 
conspiracy wherein a gang 

of  such entities were making 
an attempt to convert this 
demonetised money into 
valid currency,” the officer 
further noted.

An NIA team intercepted 
one such gang at Jai Singh 
Road near Connaught Place 
on Monday. They were carry-
ing 28 cartons full of  Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 notes in four 

luxury vehicles. 
A total of  seven persons 

were initially held and 
brought to the agency head-
quarters for further ques-
tioning. After the initial in-
terrogation, nine persons 
were arrested on Tuesday in 
Jammu and Kashmir terror 
funding case. The accused 
will be produced in court on 
Wednesday.

The accused include three 
Delhi residents — Pradeep 
Chauhan (47), Bhagwan Sin-
gh (54), Ejajul Hassan (38); 
two Mumbai residents —Vi-
nod Shreedhar Shetty (47), 
Deepak Toprani (60); three 
Kashmir residents — 
Shahnawaz Mir (45), Majid 
Yousuf  Sofi (27), Umar 
Mushtaq Dar  (27); and a Naa-
gpur resident Jaswinder 
Singh (53).

The agency has also seized 
two BMW cars, a Creta SX 
and Ford EcoSport Titanium 
from the accused. 

The agency also seized demonetised currency worth Rs 36.34 crore from the accused in Delhi

�� NIA officers said that 
terrorists and separatists 
were unable to exchange 
old currency notes of Rs 
500 and Rs 1,000 notes 
after demonetisation. 

�� Apart from 28 
cartons full of old 
demonetised notes, 
the NIA team also 
seized two BMW cars, a 
Creta SX and one Ford 
EcoSport Titanium.

deMo notes

National Investigation Agency office

King Philippe and Queen Mathilde of Belgium being with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and President Ramnath 
Kobind and Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a ceremonial reception at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi 
on Tuesday —BB Yadav/dna

 Grand reception 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Belgium’s King 
Philippe held talks on the 
Tuesday aimed at strength-
ening bilateral ties between 
the two nations. King 
Philippe along with his wife 
Queen Mathilde reached 
Delhi on Sunday evening 
with a 90 member delega-
tion on a week-long visit. In-
dia is looking at scaling up 
trade ties with Belgium.  
 
Ahead of  the meeting with 
PM Modi, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
called on the visiting digni-
tary. This is the King’s first 
state visit to India following 
his ascension to the throne 
in 2013. The couple will also 
visit Mumbai and Agra. In 
Mumbai they will pay hom-
age at 2008 attack memorial.

India cracks open Iran sea route sans Pak
New Delhi: India is in talks 
with Iran to begin interim op-
erations at a port in southeast 
Iran, officials say, proceeding 
cautiously on developing the 
facility at a time when the 
Trump administration has 
laid an aggressive new ap-
proach toward Tehran.

India has committed $500 
million to the Chabahar port 
that it is building as a way to 
bypass rival Pakistan and 
crack open a trade and trans-
port route to landlocked Af-
ghanistan, as well as the re-
source-rich countries of  cen-
tral Asia.

New Delhi plans to send 
seven shipments of  wheat to 
Afghanistan through Chaba-
har by the end of  January. A 

first shipment arrived last 
week from India’s western 
Kandla port, after years of  
political wrangling with Pa-
kistan, government officials 
in New Delhi and Kabul said. 
The wheat will be trucked 
from Chabahar to western 
Afghanistan.

India is expanding its eco-
nomic diplomacy in Afghani-
stan, seeing itself  as a region-
al power. But Pakistan says 
India is trying to use Afghan-
istan as a base to destabilise 
Pakistan, and has long 
blocked India from conduct-
ing bilateral trade with Af-
ghanistan using its territory 
as transit.

The shipments are meant 
to demonstrate the route’s vi-

ability, officials said, and the 
plan is to broaden the cargo 
flow before the port is fully 
operational by the end of  
next year.

“Things are moving quite 

well and as planned,” Sau-
rabh Kumar, Indian ambas-
sador to Iran, said in an 
email. 

So far, the US, keen for In-
dia to do more to help stabi-

lise Afghanistan through 
economic and security assis-
tance, has held off  public 
criticism of  renewed Indian 
efforts to develop the Iranian 
corridor.  —Reuters

�� India has framed its 
involvement in Chabahar’s 
development as primarily 
about establishing a 
gateway to Afghanistan.

�� Earlier, it had 
drastically slashed 
oil imports from Iran 
following sanctions on 
Tehran for its suspected 
nuclear programme.
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