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Govt, Nilekani offer robust
defence of Aadhar’s
security features

FC Bureau
New Delhi/Bangalore

S the row over al-
leged breach of Aad-
raged, the Cen-

tre said on Thursday that
innovations happening in
the country cannot be
killed under the "garb of
privacy” even as the
scheme's architect Nan-
dan Nilekani felt there was
an "orchestrated cam-
paign” to malign it.

Putting up a robust de-
fence of the ambitious
scheme of providing a 12-
digit unique identity num-
ber to the citizens of the
country, Union law minis-
ter Ravi Shankar Prasad
said fingerprint and iris
data stored in the Aadhaar
system are safe and secure
and cannot be breached
even by "billions of efforts."

He also made an appeal
not to "overblow” the issue
of data breach.

The alleged breach of
Aadhaar brought to fore in
a recent newspaper report
has triggered privacy and
security concerns. The
Delhi Police filed an "open-
ended FIR" following a
complaint by the Unique
Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) against The
Tribune newspaper and its

reporter.

"Travelling is your pri-
vate affair. But everything
is recorded if you take pub-
lic transports like flights.
What you eat is your

personal choice, but if
you eat in a restaurant it is
recorded by a bill. There-
fore, let us not overblow
this issue of privacy”
Prasad said, adding that
“innovations happening in
the country as part of digi-
tal revolution cannot be
killed under the garb of pri-
vacy.” "What is strictly pri-
vate is medical and bank-
ing records. When you talk
about privacy, there should
be a balance between data
availability, data utility, data
anonymity and data priva-
cy." he said at the inaugura-
tion of the 6th Annual In-

ternational  Commerce
Conference in Delhi.
Prasad also talked about
how a number of fake ac-
counts and teachers were

gets maligned, yes ab-
solutely.” the former chair-
man of UIAI told a TV
channel on the sidelines of
an Infosys event in Ben-
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Aadhaar card to the audi-
ence and said:

"The (Aadhaar) system
contains my finger print
and iris kept in safe and se-
cure encrypted form,
which cannot be broken
even by billions of efforts.
That is an Indian technolo-
gv" Earlier stating that
Aadhaar is here 1o stay,
Nilekani said the issue of
its alleged breach has been
blown out of proportion as
there are far too many se-
curity layers and that it is
not possible to randomly
pore over it.

"There is hundred per
cent an orchestrated cam-
paign to see how Aadhaar

stay because as many as
119 crore people have it,
550 million have linked the
numbers to their bank ac-
counts and Rs 95,000 crore
transferred into DBT ac-
counts, he added.
Nilekani said he was
very confident of the
Supreme Court upholding
Aadhaar under the funda-
mental right of privacy be-
cause it meets the test of
the law being proportion-
ate and reasonable.
Replying to a query, he
welcomed putting in place
a two- layer security to re-
inforce privacy protection
for Aadhaar 1D number
holders by the UIDAL



