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Lost kids reunited
with families using

Aadhaar database
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NEW DELHI: A group of childrenin
the national Capital, who were
rescued from the streets, were
reunited with their respective
families after authorities
matched theirfingerprints using
the Aadhaar database, an official
from the Delhi Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(DCPCR) said.

Over the past three months,
DCPCR officials have rescued 13
children, aged between 6 and 14
years, from the city. The chil-
dren, whohad gone missingfrom
different states across the coun-
try, did not remember from
where they belonged.

Of these, seven have been
reunited with theirfamilies while
others are currently places at
child care institutions till their
families are traced.

“Wefound these childrenfrom
differentareasin the city during
ourongoingexercise of mapping
childreninstreetsituations. We
found thatthey didnothavetheir
families hereand had been miss-
ing from their homes. When we
took their biometrics so as to
issuean identity proof, their fin-
gerprints matched with the Aad-
haar cardissued tothem in their
home states, such as Bihar and
Haryana,” said a DCPCR mem-
ber.

While the children were placed
atashelter home, they could not
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recall the place they had gone
missing from or any such detail
thatcould help establish contact
with their families. Thechildren
belong tolow-income households
suchas those of daily wage labou-
rersand domestic helpsand were
found indulging in substance
abuseand beggingon the streets.

Outofthose who werereunited
with theirparents, two were chil-
dren with special needs, who
belonged to Palwal and Panipat
districts of Haryana.

“The project of mapping chil-
dreninstreetsituations and get-
ting their identity proofs made
has helped ina constructive way
for many children who had gone
missing. Besides, with this exer-
cise, we aim to enrol these chil-
drenintoschools or otherinstitu-
tions,” said Ramesh Negi. chair-
person, DCPCR.

The commission has issued
Aadhar cardstoasmanyas 7,000
children found in street situa-
tions across three city districts—
north, south and central - over
thelast sixmonths. The commis-
sionaimstotakethisnumberup
t085,000 by 2020.



