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Mobiles issued with Aadhaar:
‘No threat of discontinuation’

‘Users can opt for a change in authentication with alternative proof of identity’
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NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 18

SUBSCRIBERS WHO have mobile
connections on the basis of
Aadhaar-based identification
need not fear. Neither do they
need to get themselves re-verified
based on paper-based identifica-
tion documents nor will their
SIMs be disconnected. The gov-
ernmenton Thursday clarified
that subscribers who have en-
rolled based on Aadhaar e-KYC
need not get themselves re-veri-
fied using alternate paper-based
documents. Only if such users
want their Aadhaar details de-
linked, they need to get them-
selvesre-verified. There won'tbe
any disconnection of SIMs as was
reported in asection of the press.
Debunking reports that over
50 arore, or half of the mobile SIMs
inthe country, faced deactivation,
the department of telecommuni-
cations and the Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) in a joint staternent said
that mobile phone users at their
choice can seek a change of their
Aadhaar-based authentication
donein the pastwithanalternate
proof ofidentity without any dis-
connection of the number.
Analternate form for buying
new SIMs through a mobile app
thatwill time capture photograph
of the persons along with an1D
proof suchas Aadhaar card, voter
ID or passport is in the works, it
said. “The Supreme Court in its
Jjudgmentin the Aadhaar casehas

New Delhi: Digital security
firm Gemalto Thursday with-
drew its report which
claimed thatdatabreachinci-
dences inlndia were the sec-

GEMALTO WITHDRAWS DATA BREACH REPORT

grets on its Breach Level
Index Report 2018 and the
subsequent press release is-
sued in Indiaon 15th October
where ithas bymistake taken

ond highest globally onac-  into account an unverified
countof compromise inthe news article about alleged
Aadhaar database. Aadhaar data breach,” the
"Gemalto profusely re- company said. PTI
|
nowheredirected thatthemobile  agency (KUA).
number which has beenissued Meanwhile, DeT-UIDAI said
through Aadhaare-KYChastobe  that telecom companies are re-

disconnected,” itsaid.

Terming reports on discon-
nection as “completely untrue
and imaginary”, the govemment
said thereis no reason for panicor
fear at all. “People should not be-
lieveinsuch rumours,” it said.

The Supreme Court has also
notaskedfor deletion of theelec-
tronic-KYC(ameans of establish-
ingthe identity of the person)data
of telecom customers after six
months, the statement said,

“What the apex court has
asked that the UIDAI should not
keep authentication log for more
than six months. The restriction
of not keepingauthenticationlog
beyond sixmonths is on the UIDAI
and not on the telecom compa-
nies. Therefore, there is no need
for telecom companies or
AUAs[JUAs to delete authentica-
tion logsat their end," itadded.

AUA is authentication user
agency(AJA)and KUAIs KYC user

quired tokeep authentication logs
attheir endas per Aadhaar regu-
lations to resolve any consumer
grievances,

“In the light of the SCverdictif
anybody wishes to get his/her
Aadhaar eKYC replaced by the
fresh KYC, he/she may request the
service provider for delinking of
his/her Aadhaar by submitting a
fresh” identification documenta-
tion, itsaid.

The Supreme Court, it said, has
prohibited the issue of new SIM
cards through the Aadhaar eKYC
authentication processdue to lack
of alaw. “There is nodirection to
deactivate the old mobile
phones,” the statementadded.

The telecom department and
UIDAI are in the process to bring
out a completely hassle-free and
digitalprocess for issuing new SIM
cards through a mobile app,
which will be fully compliant of
theSupreme Court judgment. FE

‘Telcos to erase
Aadhaar dataif
customer gives
alternative
KYC docs’
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MOBILE SERVICE customers
who want to get their Aadhaar
details deleted from records of
their telecom operators can do
so by providing othervalid doc-
uments for verification, industry
body COAI said Thursday.

"Telecom players had a
meeting with the Department
of Telecom and they have been
clarified that customers willing
to get their Aadhaar
details deleted from telecom
operator data base should be
allowed to do so against valid
identity and address proof,”
COAl  Director General
Rajan S Mathews said.

He said that telecom opera-
tors will need some time tover-
ify documents shared by cus-
tomers but his connection will
continue toworkas till the time
documents are verified.

"Customers will need to call
their operators to check about
point of sales or service where
they need to gowith request for
deletion of Aadhaar records,”
Mathews said.



