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Nearly 87 crore bank accounts
so far seeded with Aadhaar

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, March &4

AMONTH BEFORE the expiry
of the deadline, around 80% of
bank accounts and 60% of
mobile connections have been
linked with national biometric
identifier Aadhaar, according
to asenior official at UIDAL
The government has man-
dated submission of the 12-
digit unique identity number
by every bank account holder
by March 31,2018 toweed out
unaccounted wealth. Forthe
same purpose,Aadhaarlinking
with income-tax permanent
account number or PAN has
also been made mandatory.
By March 31, all mobile
SIM cards are also to be linked
with Aadhaar to establish the
identity of mobile phone users.
Of 109.9 crore banks
accounts,almost 87 crorehave
been seed with Aadhaar, said
the official of the Unique Iden-
tification Authority of India
(UIDAI), which issues the

national ID number.Of this, 58
crore have already been veri-
fiedwhile in caseoftherest the
authentication process is
underway with documents
that have been submitted to
banks, the official said.He also
saidas againstthe 142.9 crore
active mobile connections,
85.7 crore have already been
linked with Aadhaar.

When contacted, UIDAI
chief executive Ajay Bhushan
Pandey said: “Yes, about 80%
of the bankaccounts have been
seeded with Aadhaar, and we
hope that the remaining will
be covered soon..Financial
losses caused to banks and

genuine account holders
through identityfraudswillbe
curbed.”

With over 1.2 billion resi-
dents already enrolled for Aad-
haar - aunique 12-digitnum-
berbacked by fingerprints,iris

scans and certain demo-
graphic details — the pro-
gramme is the world's largest
biometric database.

Aadhaar is required as an
identity proof of residents by
various government and non-
government entities.

While a five-judge Consti-
tution bench is hearing a
clutch of pleas challenging the
constitutional validity of the

Aadhaarprogramme,asthings
stand at present, PAN, bank
accounts, credit cards, insur-
ance policies, mutual funds,
pension plans and social wel-
fare benefits will have to be
linked toAadhaarbyMarch 31,
2018.

Relax deadline for
linking bank accounts
with Aadhaar: Assocham

Industry body Assocham on
Sundayurged the government
torelax thedeadlineforlinking
bank accounts, particularly
those in the PSBs to Aadhaar,
saying post-PNBscam,the PSU
lenders are firefighting to pro-
tect theircore business and are
hard pressed for human and
other resources. It said the
economy has just about to
come out of the impact of
demonetisation and the GST
and is not ready for another
challenge by way of any bank
accountbecoming inoperative
after March 31.



