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No Question of Deleting
Aadhaar Data: UIDAI CEO

Thereisno

question of

the Unigue

Identifica-
tion Authority of India (UIDAI) delet-
ing Aadhaar data except for minor
children, said Ajay Bhushan Pandey,
chief executive ofthe Aadhaar-
issuingbody. Inaninterview to
SurabhiAgarwal, he said the Su-
preme Court hasupheld the enrol-
ment of members retrospectively
before the Aadhaar Actcameinto
effect. As for companies, itisupto
themand their sectoral regulators to
implement the court's order banning
private entities from using the
identity framework for authen-
tication, he said. There are other
options such as eAadhaar and QR
code that can ensure business as
usual for banks, telecom companies
and fin-tech firms, he said.

Do you think (the Supreme Court
verdict) Isa setback to the Aadhaar
ecosystem?

Onthe contrary, itis going to streng-
then the startup (ecosystem) and
Digital India because this judgment
provides abasis for India'sdigital
journey with safeguards. Ifthereis
development without safeguards, at
some stage later you have to take
many steps backwards. And that
would bea setback In fact, this
judicious and voluntary use of Aad-

code, offtine QR code, and virtual 1D
that will enable the country to move
ahead without compromising the
privacy of people. The only thing that
the court has said is that private
companieswill not doauthentication
unlessitis backed by law. Ease of
business has to go hand in hand with
data protectionand privacy. Thetwo
arenotinconflict. It canneverbea
case of any section of industry that it
begiven unbridled access to personal
data in the name of ease of business.

WIll UIDAI provide clarity tothese
firms since the language of the
verdict may be subjectto
Interpretation?

Noone has authority tointerpret the
court'sorder for somebody else. If
theagencies need assistancein
understanding the order, they can
take legal advice and follow the
order.

Doyouthink UIDAIis washing
hands off Its responsibllity after
helping these agencies?

There is noquestionof UIDAl washing
its hands off. The order of the court is
very clear. Idon't think somebody
needs toissuea circular giving a gist
of the order. The agencies concerned
and their regulators should see the
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orderandtakeaction. Ifthey havea
confusion, they can take legal advice
or seek clarification from the court.

Agenciessuchasthe Employees’
Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFOQ), the passport officeand the
Election Commission had started
linking with Aadhaar inablgway.
Will they have to seek legal
backing to continue this?

This is something these sectors would
have tofigure out for themselves.
They will have to make a case before
the legislature, saying hereisa ase
that has legitimate stateaimand is
proportional, and, therefore, they
want to use Aadhaar authentication
ineither mandatory manner or
non-mandatory manner.

Will the Government file a curative

petition In the Supreme Court
requestinga review?

At this point of time, as far as UIDAl is
concerned, this judgement has just
comeand there is no such proposal.

Will therebe some changes tothe
Aadhaar Act?

Certain suggestions havebeenmade
by Justice Srikrishna Committee, in
whichl|, too, wasamember. Thatwill
further strengthen Aadhaar. Many of
the recommendations are almostin

linewithwhat the Supreme Court has
suggested. One of the proposed
amendments is that Aadhaar authen-
tication be permitted only if thereisa
law.

What if people send requests for
deletions to UIDAI?

Section 59 (of the Aadhaar Act) has
been held valid by the Supreme
Court (So) the question of deletion of
Aadhaar enrolment data collected
prior to promulgation of the Aadhaar
Actdoesn'tarise Thecourt has said
thatchildrenwhowere enrolled with
parental consent should begivenan
optionof exitwhen they attain
majority (age). Soinsuchcases, UIDAI
will provide them this option.

Certainsuggestions have beenmade by Justice Srik-
rishna Committee... That will further strengthen Aad-
haar.Many of the recommendationsare
almostinlinewith whatthe Supreme

Court hassuggested

haar willbe a modelfor the world to
follow in their IDand servicedelivery
systems.

Sowere wemovingaheadbut
without enough safeguards?
Aadhaar hasbeenconstantly bring-
ingseveral safeguards suchasQR




