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‘No Need to Share Aadhaar
0. with any Govt Agencies’

Aadhaar will not come on the front-end device unless the customer gives it by choice: UIDAI CEQ

Surabhi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Citizens will have the
choice to never disclose their 12-
digit Aadhaar number even to go-
vernment agencies mandated by
the law to store the unique identi-
ty number, according to a top offi-
cial in the central agency which
announced a series of measures
on Wednesday to strengthen the
security of personal information
storedon itsdatabase.

“Even to the income tax depart-
ment or other agencies required
by law to map Aadhaar, people
don’t have to give their Aadhaar
number and can authenticate
using the Virtual ID,” Ajay Bhus-
han Pandey, CEO of the Unique
Identification Authority of India
(UIDAI) told ET in anexclusive in-
terview. The new measures come
into effect from June of this year.
“Aadhaar will not come on the
front-end device unless the custo-
mer gives it by choice,” said Pan-
dey. Evenduringactivitiessuch as
filing for tax returns online, gi-
ving the virtual ID number in lieu
of Aadhaar will make the transac-
tion go through.

In one of the most significant se-

curity upgrades by the eight-year
old agency, the UIDAI announced
the creation of a “virtual ID”
which can beused inlieu of the12-
digit Aadhaar number at the time
of authentication for any service.

It also limited the information

visible to authenticatlon
agenciles. :
The measures are expec-
ted to strengthen privacy
and prevent profiling of pe-
ople by combining dozens W4
of databases linked to Aad- (™
haar in the country.
The citizens will also have
the choice for the reverse —
which is to not generate their

their Aadhaar numbers
each time, “(But) we .=~
have ensured that
even service pro-
viders who are 4

not supposed
to store Aad-
haar will be
able to aut
henticate

using it but
their net-
works will
not be able
to save the |
informa-

virtual IDs and continue using §

tion in any form.” Pandey added
that in case service providers re-
sort to unscrupulous means of
retrieving the Aadhaar number,
they will be conducting a “crimi-
nal offence” and will be pu-
nished by the law.
On Wednesday, Ul-
DAI also introdu-
ced a feature of 1i-
mited KYC for its
| authentication
i agencies to rest-
rict full access of
the demographic
data. The agency
will confirm the ex-
act information re-

I

quired by over 350 of its authenti-
cation agencies.

“We will question them under
which law they require the KYCs
that they are asking for. Finally,
the government and the law will
define which service providers
should be provided how much da-
ta. If an agency needs only name
and address, why should they be
given more?” said Pandey.

UIDAI will conduct these discus-
sions over the next few weeks and
will ready its own systems by
March. “By June 1, all the authen-
tication agencies will have to imp-
lement the new system, if they
don't do this, their licence will be
revoked and they will be relisted
only whentheyare ready.”
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Govtand law will defi-
newhichservicepro-
vidersshould be pro-

vided how muchdata
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