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PM signals use of Aadhaar
to track benami properties

Modi reiterates his govt’s commitment to fighting corruption regardless of the political fallout
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NEW DELHI ment’s commitment to fight- of useful data from the exer-
ing corruption regardless of cise. “Thedata that the govern-

rime Minister | the political fallout. “I know I ment has got post demonetiza-

Narendra Modi

on Thursday

warned tax

evadersthatthe
government will broaden the
scope of Aadhaar, the 12-digit
unique identification number,
to crack down on benami
properties.

“Aadhaar will now be used
against benami propertiesand
thiswillbecome a big weapon
for the government,” Modi
said at the 15th Hindustan
Times Leadership Summit.

Implicitly, the prime minis-
tersuggested that the govern-
ment may not just insist on
linking Aadhaarwith the regis-
tration of new properties but
that even existing properties
will have tobere-registered. If
implemented, it can be a
potentially disruptive move.

Benami properties are assets
held in the name of another
person or under a fictitious
name to avoid taxation and

will have to pay a political price
forthe stepsThave taken.Iam
ready forit,” he said.

Last year, the government
amended the Benami Trans-
actions (Prohibition) Act, 1988,
to curb benami transactions.
Since its notification in
November last year, the
income-tax department has
attached 475 propertiesworth
over Rsl,600 crore.

Accordingto the prime min-
ister, the Union government
has, over the last three years,
initiated irreversible reforms
which are fundamentally
transforming India.

He said the government had
helped create self-belief
among people, which is serv-
ing as the foundation for a
“new India”; the 2014 man-
date, he said, was not just for
regime change, it was for sys-
temic change.

Modi admitted that when
National Democratic Alliance

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Hindustan Times
Leadership Summit in New Delhi on Thursday. PTI

came to power three years ago,
therewasaperception thatthe
existing system was not doing
justicetothe people. “Inevery
corner of the country, people
arefighting with the system. It
is my effort and commitment
to stop this fight with the sys-
tem for small things like gas,
booking of railway tickets,
electricity, passport, income-
taxreturns. How long will the
people of this country con-
tinue toface these problems?”
the prime minister asked.
Defending the decision to

tion and consequent deposits
in banks is a gold mine.
Through data mining, the gov-
ernment found that 400-500
companies were functioning
only on one address. And one
company had thousands of
accounts,” he said, adding that
the government had revoked
the registration of these com-
paniesand barred their direct-
ors from becoming directorsin
other firms.

Headded thatthe goodsand
services tax had ushered in a
new era of transparency.

“The government has to
deliver on the promise of anti-
corruption and black money.
Also, anti-corruption isatopic
which will help the govern-
ment win the heartsand minds
of people,” said Abhay Kumar
Dubey, a Delhi-based political
analyst associated with the-
Centre for Study of Developing
Societies.
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