2\

AADHAAR

Philippines keen
to learn from
Aadhaar project

HT Correspondent
u letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Visiting Philippines
President Rodrigo Duterte
showed keen interestin Aadhaar,
India’s unique identity number
programme, in a bilateral meet-
ing with PM Narendra Modi on
Thursday, an official from the
external affairs ministry said.
Dutertehasapproved2billion
Philippine pesos in funding for
hiscountry’sstatisticsauthority
toproceed withan Aadhaar-like
project. A team from The Philip-
pines was in India last week to
study the Aadhaar programme,
Preeti Saran,secretary eastin the
external affairs ministry, said.
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Thesystem wasalsopraised by
the Singapore prime minister.

“India’s Aadhaar system cre-
atesmanynew opportunities, for
instance, to harmonise India-
Asean Fintech platforms or con-
nect e-payment systems,” Lee
Hsien Loong wrote in a newspa-
per article ahead of the summit.

Thethumbs-upcomesatatime
when the Supreme Courtis hear-
ing a slew of petitions about
whether Aadhaar violates right
toprivacy and personal freedom.



