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SC ruling makes Aadhaar
stronger. It’s a win for India

Dr Ajay Bhushan Pandey

1 the history of independent
India, rarely has any single
Initiative of a government
generated as much heated de-
bate as Aadhaar: Critics alleged
Aadhaar was unconstitutional
as, according to them, it in-
fringed on individual liberty,
privacy, personal autonomy,

freedom of choice, emwmlea

section of critics per-
ceived Aadhaar as a
tool of denial and ex-
clusion, someof them
raised questions on
the efficacy of Aad-
haar technology.
While the debate

engulfed practically

of marathon hearing, the Su-
preme Court has finally
dellvered a historicjudgment
in which it has held Aadhaar
to be constitutional, albeit
with some safeguards.

The Supreme Court has
held that the architecture of
Aadhaar does not create a
surveillance state. It has fur-
ther gone on to say that the
Aadhaar Act meets the con-
cept of limited gov-
ernment, good gov-
ernance and consti-
tutional trust. This
is a victory of Indi-
ans, particularly the
marginalised and
underprivileged
section of society.

every section of
the society, ital-
s0 brought a number of issues
like privacy, data protection
and digital security on the na-
tional agenda. The debate re-
minded us, on one hand, of the
Luddite movement in Europe
inthe19th century when mech-
anisation was opposed due to
fearsof jobloss. Ontheother, it
set the pace of New India,
which is eager to transform in-
toadata-rich digital society.
After six years of pro-
tracted litigation and 38 days
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The judg-
ment will help
Aadhaar, which has emerged
astheworld’sfirstand largest
public-owned biometric tech-
nology platform, to empower
132 crore people with biomet-
ric-based unique identity It
will also provide nationwide
infrastructure to establish
their identity online from
anywhere and at any time,
and enable them to receive
their entitlements and exer-
cisetheirrights. Itisa matter
of pride for every Indian that

we have been able to create
such a mammoth and sophis-
ticated identity platform in-
house, on our own strength.
Aadhaar will make it possi-
ble for the government to de-
sign special welfare pro-
grammes. For example, use of
Aadhaar in Ayushman Bharat
ensures beneflts are not si-
phoned away by non-deserving
beneficiaries and the insur-
ance premium and expenses
stay within affordable limits.
The safeguards and re-
strictions imposed by the Su-
preme Court on Aadhaar us-
ageby privateentities without
backing of a law are welcome
and will go a long way in
strengthening Aadhaar. A re-
sponsibility has also been cast
onagencies involved in imple-
mentation of programmes to
ensure no deserving benefici-
ary — whether senior citi-
Zens, people engaged in
manual labourorbelongingto
underprivileged sections—1s
denied of any benefit or
service for lack of Aadhaar
or due to technical glitches.
The verdicton Aadhaar is
a win for India and puts the
country on the path of digital
leadership of the world.
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