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TWOMONTHS after the Supreme
Court ruling, AJAY BHUSHAN
PANDEY, CEO, Unique
Identification Authority of India
spoke to KARISHMAMEHROTRA
and KRISHN KAUSHIK about the
pathio full compliance and theis-
sues that remain undear, He said
that all tefecom operators have
stopped Azdhaar authentications
asof Novernber20,and that UTDAI
has put on hold the contracts of
Authentication User Agencies
(AUA} and KYC User Agencies
{KUA) “that should not be using”
Aadhaar for authentication.
Edited Excerpts:

Whatwill happentothe
Aadhaar datathat publicand
private entities stored earlier?
The Supreme Court order
doesn't say anything on this.
The fingerprints were not get-
ting stored (by private entities),
because it immediately getsen-
crypted and then comes o
UIDAL What (private entities)
had was your KYCinformation:
name, address, photograph,
gender and date of birth. The
Court hasn't said anything
about what is to be done about
the previously stored KYC infor-
mation. Aslong as the bank ac-
count is operational, the under-
lying KYC has to be there and
you can't just delete KYC. Infact,
it could harm the account
holder. However, [ have sug-
gested to the banks, telecom
operators and other companies
that in case somebody comes
and says that hefshe wants to
delete Aadhaar KYC, [et himjher
provide new KYC alternatively,

., and delete their earlier {bank

ACCOUNIS).

What steps has UIDAl takento
delete the authentication logs
thatare more than six menths
old?

Arnajor part hasalready been
deleted. Data is lying all over the
place, 50 ... we can’t just go and
piess a buiton and do this.
Because there are thousands of
places, tapes and compuiers
there, It should be completedover
the next fewweeks.

Wil it becomean automated
process after that?

Yes. And we have written our
ownsoftware thatwill deletelogs
older than six months.

Whenaminorbeconmesan

adultand they have the option

to‘opt out’,whatwill thatdo?
Thatisaquestionwe willhave
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“Telcos have stopped
dhaar authentications
as of Novein

t0 examine very carefully. Right
now the fegal advice that we have
received is that the Aadhaar will
have to be deactivated and it will
become unusable and remain
blacked forever.

Willit alsodelete the minor's
biometric information?

The Court order doesn’t say
anythingofthatkind. Hyoudelete
the whole thing then again there
is the question of underlying KYC
and that problem will arise,

Howmany opt out requests
have youreceived?
We haven't received any.

TheSupreme Court verdict,
upholding Section 59, saidthat
the UiDAlcango back toalithe
people who were enrofled
beforethe AxdhaarAdwas
passed, seek theirconsentand
anvbody who wants, canopt
out. Youropiniononthis..

[ don'tthink that is there. The
judgment has validated Section
59 and there is no question of re-
opening that chapter asfar as the
previcusenrollees are concerned.

Pid you meet the Election
Commission recently
regarding the SCruling?

Yes, and we explained two
things to the Commission: if you
want to use Aadhaar authentica-
ticnenavohuntary bagis thenyou
have 10 have a law. But physical
Aadhaar card can be used any-
where by the persen on avolun-
tary basis. Secondly, based on the
opinion we took from the
Attorney Ceneral, we told them
that Aadhaar card inan electronic
formcanalsobe used by scanning
the dowintoaded QR code. None of
theseoffline methods invelve au-
thentication. Authentication
rzansthatatrackingiskeptinthe
Central ldentities Data Repository,
which is the UIDAI's central data
server.

Howmany digital signatures

W

Peoplearedownloading 3104
lakhelectronic Aadhaarevery day
whichhasa QReodearnong other
things. If someone downloads it
today, he/she can use it several
times and I {UIDAI} wouldn't
knowwhoisusingitand forwhat.

Whatdoyou thinkwill
happen to the Aadhaar
ecosystemthat was being used
by industries suchasFintech?

The offline verification is a
viable option. It gives you the
samie level of identity confirra-
tion and same level of assurance,
It is only a guestion of switching
fromauthentication tooffline ver-
ification.

How are private authorities
stch as AUAs and KUAs still
using Aadhaar-based
authentication?

ifitisbeingused foranydeliv-
ery of public servicesor any bank
related work, whether it is a pri-
vate entity or state government,
that is allowed. What the court
has discussed is that the purpose
of authentication must be sanc-
tioned by law, and not the actors
(authentication agencies} in-
volved.

Are you reviewing your
contractswiththe AUA/KUAs
rightnow?

We are reviewing themone by
one. Prima facie, we have put thern
on hold those that should not be
using it and we are asking them,
what purpose they areusingitfor.
We have written foevervone,

We don't want to take some
hasty action that may lead peo-
ple to suffer. We have told thern,
you have to use it only for pur-
poses allowed by law. If you are
using it for other purposes, then
it has to stop, else they may be
held in contempt,

Thismonth Rellance Jioand
Airtel have done 30 million
authentications each. lsn't this
incontemptto the SC order?
But now they have stopped.
On Novernber 20, they switched
over wthe new systern and thisis
whatihavebeentold

Manyentities are still insisting
on Aadhaar, Is there a possible
i redressal?

We haven't made it manda-
tory. Either the person making it
mandatory should beresponsible
orthe regulatorwhoisregulating
the sector.
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