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UIDAI: Trai Chief’s
Personal Detalils
Not Fetched from
Aadhaar Database

Our Bureau

New Delhi: No data could be fet-
ched by any hacker from UIDAI or
any other website using TRAIcha-
irman Ram Sewak Sharma’s Aad-
haar number that he voluntarily
disclosed on Twitter on Saturday,
the UIDAIsaid on Sunday.

Sharmahad putouthis Aadhaar
number on Twitter, throwing a
challenge to people to show him
one concrete example of how his
unigue identity could be used to
harm him. Many hackers subse-
gquently put out Sharma’s mobile
number, PAN number and details
like his date of birth, residential
address and profile pictures onli-
ne, claiming they traced thisfrom
his Aadhaar number. “UIDAI
emphatically states that any in-
formation published on Twitter
about the said individual, RS
Sharma was not fetched from
Aadhaar database or UIDAI's ser-
vers. In fact, this so—called ‘hack-
ed' information wasalready aval-
lableon Google and variousother
sites by a simple search without
Aadhaar number,” UIDAI sald In
a statement, condemning such
“malicious attempts to malign
Aadhaar”.

UIDAI said Aadhaar has built
the digital trust among people at
large and these devious elements
are trying to spread misinforma-
tion. "Aadhaar database is total-
ly safe and its security robust-
ness has been proven over last
eight years. Some people boasted
that they had got Sharma's afore-
said personal details by hacking
Aadhaar database. This claim is
a farce and people should not be-
lieve such fraudulent elements
active on soclal and other media.
This is merely cheap publicity by
these unscrupulous elements
who try to attract attention by
creating such fake news," the Ul-
DAl added.

UIDAI sald Sharma's mobile
number is available on NIC websi-
teas he wasoncesecretary IT. "His
date of birth is available in the ci-
villist of IAS officers and his add-
ress ison TRAI website. Similarly,
his ematl ID may be available in
public domain. They clubbed all
these inputs and claimed that they
have managed to breach Aadhaar
database and got his personal de-
tails, which is completely false,"
the UIDAI said.

The organisation said in today’s
digital world through various se-
arch engines such as Google, per-
sonal data can be picked from dif-
ferent sources without Aadhaar
and a profile can be made. "People
usually give PAN or mobile num-
ber at many places. Someone can
plick other personal data from dif
ferent webslites as he gets to know
his PAN/mobile number. Can any-
one demandon thisbasis that PAN
number 1s unsafe and should be
abolished?” UIDAI said
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