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ABPANDEY, CEO, UIDAI

‘UIDAI will never have
any data that will
impact your privacy

Ashwini Kumar Sharma
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NEWDELHI: AB Pandey, CEO,
Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAT)
talks aboutreasons for Aad-
haar becoming mandatory
and the security of the
wholeexercise. Edited
excerpts.

Whyis Aadhaar becoming
mandatory?

Aadhaar gives acredible
identity, compared to the
quality of the variousiden-
tity documentsthatare
used traditionally. Because
what we haveseen in many
studies where you take any
identity document, immedi-
ately lot offake, duplicate
and bogus documents starts
floatingin the market. And
thenitereatesits own com-
plications. If the fake iden-
tity is used toget subsidies
or service deliveries, it
leads to leakage of that
money, funds get diverted.

Soare we in the process of
getting all the information
related to, say, my tax return,
bank details at one place, by
keyingin my Aadhaar details?
UIDATbelieves in collecting
minimal information and
(keeping) optimal igno-
rance. So UIDAIwill only
tell the agency that this
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Aadhaarnumber and this
finger printis matching.
For what purpose they use
this, thatinformation we
don’task for. Therefore,
UIDAIwillnever have any
data that willimpact your
privacy. Yourdata will
remain only with I-T
department or with banks,
alongwith your Aadhaar.

How secure is Aadhaar?

For the security inside Aad-
haar, yes, Iwould sayitis
secure. If you see our past
track record, duringthe
lastseven years, there has
notbeen any incident of
hackingor infiltrationin
the system. But the nature
of security threats keeps
changing. Sowe have to
show absolute vigilance
and take every possible
measure to constantly
assess thethreats.



