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Verify if your
Aadhaar is active

BY SHAIKHZOAIBSALEEM
zoaib s@livernint.com

he Aadhaar number
T issued by the Unique

Identification Authority
ofndia {(UIDAY to Indianresi-
dents is becoming increas-
ingly important. The govern-
ment recently made it manda-
tory to mention the Aadhaar
number, or at least the Aad-
haarenrolment number, to file
income tax returns. You are
alsoexpected tolink your Per-
manent Account Number
(PAN) with your Aadhaar.
Hence it is critical to ensure
that your Aadhaar is active.

DEACTIVATED
AADHAAR
The Minister of State for Elec-
tronicsand Information Tech-
niology, in response to a ques-
tionin the RajyaSabhasaidon
11 August that till date about 8.1
million Aadhaar numbers have
been deactivated. He further
said that the guidelines for
deactivation of Aadhaar are
stated in sections 27 and 28 of
the Aadhaar (Enrolment and
Update) Regulations, 2016,
Section 27 specifiesTulesfor
cancellation of Aadhaar. The
Aadhaar number of an Aad-
haar number holder shall be
cancelled if it is established
that more than one Aadbaar
numbers have been issued to
the same person. In this case,
the Aadhaar number assigned
from the earlier enrolment
shall be retained, and all sub-
sequent Aadhaar numbers
shall be cancelled,

Your Aadhaar can also get .

cancelled ifthe core biometric
information wasnot captured
during enrolment, or if the
enrolment had been wrongly
carried out as a ‘biometric
excepiion’ case, or if an adult
had been enrolled as a child
below 5 years, toavold capiur-
ing of biometric information
orany othercasewhereenrol-
ment appears fraudulent to

the Aadhaar authority. Upon
cancellation, services that are
provided by the authority to
the Aadhaar number holder
are discontinued,

Section 28 details the cases
where Aadhaarwould be deac-
tivated. At the time of enrol-
ment, if an existing photo-
graph is nused instead of cap-
turing a fresh one, vour
Aadhaar can get deactivated.
Also, iftheauthority findsata
later stage that enrolment had
been carried out without valid
supporting documenis, the
Aadhaar number can bedeac-
tivated till it isupdated by the
holder after furnishing valid
supporting documents.

Azadhaar can also get deacti-
vated ifthe system finds mixed
oranomalous biometric infor-
mation, multiple namesin sin-
gle name (using ‘uzf or ‘alias’).
Upon deactivation, services
that are provided by the
authority to the Aadhaarmun-
ber holder are discontinued
temporarily till Aadhaar
holder updatesorrectifies the
information.

CHECKING FOR
DEACTIVATION

It takes a few simple steps to
verify ifyour Aadhaar isactive.
Visit the UIDAI portal
widai.gov.in and under the
‘Aadhaar Services tab on the
home page, you will find the
“Verify Aadhaar Number link.
This will take vou to a page
where you will be asked to ~
enteryour Aadhaar number. If
vour Aachaar is active, it will
show a message displaying +
that vour 12-digit. Aadhaar
nuraber exists and it will also
meniion vour age band, gen-
der, state and mobile number.
Omthe other hand, ifanumber
does not exist, the message will
say it does not exist/ This
means youwill need to visitan
Aadhaar enrolment or update
centre to update the informa-
tion that is missing. You can
find one that is closest to you
here: bit.hv/2¥icix



