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Authentication for payment
with Aadhaar crosses 500cr

Sidhartha@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Despite a slow-
down in Aadhaar-enabled
payment authentication in
February, authentication
using the unique identifica-
tion number has crossed the
500 crore mark while e-KYC
—used for bank and PDS ve-
rification as well as getting
SIM cards — has gone past
the100 croremark.

This means that on an av-
erage, 112 crore Aadhaar hol-
ders have used their ID 4.5 ti-
mes for authentication. Whi-
lethere wasa spike in Decem-
ber and January when
currency was scarce due to
demonetisation, the numbers
for February indicate that
usage was lower last month.
Buttheover44crore authenti-
cations in February 2017 was
roughly three-and-a-half ti-
mes the level seena yearago.

Besides demonetisation,
increased use of fingerprint
and iris devices have helped.
At the end of January, there
were over 13 lakh fingerprint
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devices in use, which was me,” UIDAI CEO Ajay Bhus-

over 6.5 times the level a year
ago. The jump in iris devices
has been much lower, fromro-
ughly 23,000 to around 27,000.
In fact, the number has actu-
ally comedown from the peak
of 35,600 seen in September.
“There is considerable
easeinusing Aadhaar-based
authentication apart from
several advantages with the
entire process being realti-

han Pandey told TOL.
Pandey said the agency
hasmade every attempt toen-
sure top priority for data pro-
tection. “We are constantly
tryingto add various layers of
security to ensure that there
is no compromise on securi-
ty,” he said, adding that the
law had enabled initiation of
strict action against anyone
misusing Aadhaardata.



