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In Pataudi, just Aadhaar is not enough
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While most in this Haryana town have the ID card, banking challenges remain

Situated along the NH48, Pataudi and its surrounding villages seem almost idyllic and a poster child for the
government’s ambitious biometric identification scheme — Aadhaar. Just about everyone seems to have had Aadhaar
numbers for at least a couple of years. In Pataudi’s busy Hailei Mandi area, scores of Aadhaar centres have sprung up
and compete for business.

“I did this work in Allahabad, but in 2014 decided to move to Pataudi,” said Pawan Yadav, who runs one such centre.
It’s certainly made life easier for people in the area, who earlier had to travel for an hour to Bhiwadi or Manesar for
getting an Aadhaar card. According to him, most people in the area have Aadhaar cards and the centres largely do
registration of births or correction of data.

“We got Aadhaar cards made in 2014, when camps were organised in all villages by the government,” said Ram Avtar, a
farmer in Lokra, which is about five kilometres from Pataudi.

The mandatory requirement of Aadhaar card for food subsidy is also not much of a concern for most. “The point of sale
machine came in November last year. Most families already have Aadhaar so providing it for ration should not be a
problem,” said Om Vir Singh, who runs the ration shop in Lokri village.

He estimates that there are about 71 families that are covered by the Antyodaya Anna Yojana, which provides
subsidised food for the poorest, in the village with a population of about 2,800.

It’s largely the men and children who go to the public distribution shops in rural Haryana. “I have an Aadhaar card but
I don’t know much about getting ration. I stay at home and the children or my husband gets it,” said Hira Devi.

Banking challenges

But dig a little deeper and you get to know that all’s not well. Poor power supply and erratic internet connectivity, and
inadequate banking facilities bog down efforts to provide not just Aadhaar but also other financial inclusion services.

“There is no internet connectivity. I have a back-up inverter as we get electricity for about three hours every day,” said
Sandeep Kumar, who runs the Common Service Centre (CSC) in Lokri. Part of the ambitious Digital India initiative,
CSCs are expected to provide government e-service such as Aadhaar and PAN cards, electoral services and housing
schemes; and other services like rail ticketing and mobile recharge.

Kumar, who also works as a banking correspondent, says that while everyone in the village has Aadhaar cards and most
of themreceive some subsidy benefits from the government, accessing the payments from their bank accounts is a
challenge.

“About 50 per cent of the villagers have bank accounts but there is only bank branch nearby in Lokra village, which is
manned by three people. It’s not easy if you want to deposit or withdraw money,” said Kumar.

But Lokri is better placed than other villages as it has Kumar and his CSC. “There are over 100 villages in this area. But
less than 10 of them would actually have the designated CSCs. The rest are in Pataudi as it is more of a commercial hub.
People have to travel at least one hour if they want any service,” said Dinesh Kumar, who is a life insurance agent.


http://www.thehindubusinessline.com/
http://380885756.keywordblocks.com/Small_Business_Ideas.cfm?&vsid=1088959122510405&vi=1489649937825045989&dytm=1489649951519&rtbsd=6&kbbq=%26sde%3D1%26adepth%3D6%26ddepth%3D10&tdAdd[]=%7C%40%7Csde%3D1%7C%40%7Cadepth%3D6%7C%40%7Cddepth%3D10&verid=111299&hvsid=00001489649951103027580251043382&upk=1489649951.16100&sttm=1489649951103&=&kp=1&kbc=50c8b0dbe132df0a952e2dba8f2a247b.d2s&kt=240&ki=26315883&ktd=838992188&kbc2=%7C%7Cl%3D1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=h5DAvViNSRZG84iM3YV7SyDLbregsENtyAJm7LvmD5rUDcno_am4w9SJSoBvTAPpY-feQXVljilRDemZ6Ubqg82BTjeceGmMTzugGF4Ev-rakhUvg9NpAqlUUsa2k2MSiohYPzdlQhU%3D&c=kutvxQQb5H6VEWNkywiQQw&cme=sKnJ4IPxRPwgwChNjCb8-AywegGP7lbsqfg6k4gSZApFqv3qIY7vvu9iYKegG0Vk0wUaVd-Sj1n9oYTjUF0iMad_q5YvbTVhwJkSbSjKo7nRf10FpHDo_eVUZiXp0sfDMddlAwRLYMnr7lsSxtYCb2H4uNwM7N_ej_hrhmyCGDDelZLdBbvCXvxK_teShFwtFPwHtUKYMy0%3D%7C%7CSKuUSfCLRUm-ttT5M3DxPDiEctZB51T-%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8_s%3D%7Ck9xFY5owvBE0aBbIMxf91-PcmAkLhtkC7SeNasiq5iUU9WUXoRHqA5ZYL-grnINiQ3gEQSvXI13weru9kJH7dEzZ2rww2XzGaVlX-T7lhMos4A8kxhuhqR_9CvkpjjsSNkAdbTHNtuxAaj3pE7tuqSmdtbSQLZZiVhiZ1tcdqD-qMXtop2qwHw%3D%3D%7CJf0d-WoAdPvGVEg9amtubBt_-q-Wd52rdZYPLRZwVyl55ohgJUtBIg%3D%3D%7CaWvHkslLNoqtbwhAu_wXKjX69Y2T8jq1VxEEFjr24DyabU3hS4Wp9iAqP0MwWOqVTq6fXL2NedI%3D%7C&ib=0&cid=8CU2RN242&crid=269386597&size=640x65&lpid=&tsid=1317&ksu=135&chid=200496305&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel1=&maxProviderPixel2=&rms=1489649939&&abpl=2&asn=4758&ecref=w77E%3ASSBBB.7wJw8zOxGxQ8zJQQj8zJ.NmYSQEJN81jQS8zO81ok8jJS8zoE171xO8odxQ7o11Ow11Lo8Qozm7oJzmxywS1L78NjJiXWffhA.JNJ&kct=13497
http://380885756.keywordblocks.com/Best_Investments_for_Retirement.cfm?&vsid=1088959122510405&vi=1489649937825045989&dytm=1489649951519&rtbsd=6&kbbq=%26sde%3D1%26adepth%3D6%26ddepth%3D10&tdAdd[]=%7C%40%7Csde%3D1%7C%40%7Cadepth%3D6%7C%40%7Cddepth%3D10&verid=111299&hvsid=00001489649951103027580251043382&upk=1489649951.16100&sttm=1489649951103&=&tdAdd[]=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&kp=2&kbc=50c8b0dbe132df0a952e2dba8f2a247b.d2s&kt=240&ki=48890557&ktd=1644298556&kbc2=%7C%7Cl%3D1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=h5DAvViNSRZG84iM3YV7SyDLbregsENtyAJm7LvmD5rUDcno_am4w9SJSoBvTAPpY-feQXVljilRDemZ6Ubqg82BTjeceGmMTzugGF4Ev-rakhUvg9NpAqlUUsa2k2MSiohYPzdlQhU%3D&c=kutvxQQb5H6VEWNkywiQQw&cme=sKnJ4IPxRPwgwChNjCb8-AywegGP7lbsqfg6k4gSZApFqv3qIY7vvu9iYKegG0Vk0wUaVd-Sj1n9oYTjUF0iMad_q5YvbTVhwJkSbSjKo7nRf10FpHDo_eVUZiXp0sfDMddlAwRLYMnr7lsSxtYCb2H4uNwM7N_ej_hrhmyCGDDelZLdBbvCXvxK_teShFwtFPwHtUKYMy0%3D%7C%7CSKuUSfCLRUm-ttT5M3DxPDiEctZB51T-%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8_s%3D%7Ck9xFY5owvBE0aBbIMxf91-PcmAkLhtkC7SeNasiq5iUU9WUXoRHqA5ZYL-grnINiQ3gEQSvXI13weru9kJH7dEzZ2rww2XzGaVlX-T7lhMos4A8kxhuhqR_9CvkpjjsSNkAdbTHNtuxAaj3pE7tuqSmdtbSQLZZiVhiZ1tcdqD-qMXtop2qwHw%3D%3D%7CJf0d-WoAdPvGVEg9amtubBt_-q-Wd52rdZYPLRZwVyl55ohgJUtBIg%3D%3D%7CaWvHkslLNoqtbwhAu_wXKjX69Y2T8jq1VxEEFjr24DyabU3hS4Wp9iAqP0MwWOqVTq6fXL2NedI%3D%7C&ib=0&cid=8CU2RN242&crid=269386597&size=640x65&lpid=&tsid=1317&ksu=135&chid=200496305&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel1=&maxProviderPixel2=&rms=1489649939&&abpl=2&asn=4758&ecref=w77E%3ASSBBB.7wJw8zOxGxQ8zJQQj8zJ.NmYSQEJN81jQS8zO81ok8jJS8zoE171xO8odxQ7o11Ow11Lo8Qozm7oJzmxywS1L78NjJiXWffhA.JNJ&kct=13961
http://380885756.keywordblocks.com/Money_Saving_Tips.cfm?&vsid=1088959122510405&vi=1489649937825045989&dytm=1489649951519&rtbsd=6&kbbq=%26sde%3D1%26adepth%3D6%26ddepth%3D10&tdAdd[]=%7C%40%7Csde%3D1%7C%40%7Cadepth%3D6%7C%40%7Cddepth%3D10&verid=111299&hvsid=00001489649951103027580251043382&upk=1489649951.16100&sttm=1489649951103&=&tdAdd[]=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&tdAdd[]=%7C%40%7Cabp%3A3%3A2&kp=3&kbc=50c8b0dbe132df0a952e2dba8f2a247b.d2s&kt=240&ki=19552394&ktd=838992188&kbc2=%7C%7Cl%3D1104%7C%7C&fdkt=240&fp=h5DAvViNSRZG84iM3YV7SyDLbregsENtyAJm7LvmD5rUDcno_am4w9SJSoBvTAPpY-feQXVljilRDemZ6Ubqg82BTjeceGmMTzugGF4Ev-rakhUvg9NpAqlUUsa2k2MSiohYPzdlQhU%3D&c=kutvxQQb5H6VEWNkywiQQw&cme=sKnJ4IPxRPwgwChNjCb8-AywegGP7lbsqfg6k4gSZApFqv3qIY7vvu9iYKegG0Vk0wUaVd-Sj1n9oYTjUF0iMad_q5YvbTVhwJkSbSjKo7nRf10FpHDo_eVUZiXp0sfDMddlAwRLYMnr7lsSxtYCb2H4uNwM7N_ej_hrhmyCGDDelZLdBbvCXvxK_teShFwtFPwHtUKYMy0%3D%7C%7CSKuUSfCLRUm-ttT5M3DxPDiEctZB51T-%7C5gDUJdTGiJzedmq9hanWYg%3D%3D%7CN7fu2vKt8_s%3D%7Ck9xFY5owvBE0aBbIMxf91-PcmAkLhtkC7SeNasiq5iUU9WUXoRHqA5ZYL-grnINiQ3gEQSvXI13weru9kJH7dEzZ2rww2XzGaVlX-T7lhMos4A8kxhuhqR_9CvkpjjsSNkAdbTHNtuxAaj3pE7tuqSmdtbSQLZZiVhiZ1tcdqD-qMXtop2qwHw%3D%3D%7CJf0d-WoAdPvGVEg9amtubBt_-q-Wd52rdZYPLRZwVyl55ohgJUtBIg%3D%3D%7CaWvHkslLNoqtbwhAu_wXKjX69Y2T8jq1VxEEFjr24DyabU3hS4Wp9iAqP0MwWOqVTq6fXL2NedI%3D%7C&ib=0&cid=8CU2RN242&crid=269386597&size=640x65&lpid=&tsid=1317&ksu=135&chid=200496305&https=0&extKwds=0&kwdsMaxTm=400&ugd=4&maxProviderPixel1=&maxProviderPixel2=&rms=1489649939&&abpl=2&asn=4758&ecref=w77E%3ASSBBB.7wJw8zOxGxQ8zJQQj8zJ.NmYSQEJN81jQS8zO81ok8jJS8zoE171xO8odxQ7o11Ow11Lo8Qozm7oJzmxywS1L78NjJiXWffhA.JNJ&kct=13997
http://www.media.net/adchoices?id=380885756

Pull or push factor

Most villagers are unsure of Aadhaar’s benefits and don’t seem very concerned about issues like the security of their
biometrics.

Their attitude is perhaps best summed up by farmer Vidyanand, who travelled from Pahari village to Pataudi to change
his birth date in the Aadhaar card. “If the government wants it, we have to get it made. But it means loss of work and
pay, and a 20-km travel.”

He is however, happy to receive his monthly rations and horticulture facilities and seeds by providing his biometric
identification.

(This article was published on March 13, 2017)
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